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In Anſwer 10 one e N Wherein b 
Author's Grounds for remaining in Communion 
with the Church of Scotland, as to its judica- 
tories, and the Ordinances therein diſpenſed, 
are ingennouſly and fairly ſtated: And the 
chief Reaſons of our Speratif for ſetting 1 up 
Ordinances, and Judicatories, diſtinct from this 
National Church, and in Oppoſition to it, are 
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impartially conſidered, and refelled, as theſe 
Reaſons were printed in a late. Intitüled, 
Proteſters vindicated, Ke. 3 e 1 
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Publihed by a Gentleman i into whoſe Hands thele 
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ELIER I. 


\ Reverend and dear Sir, 1 
Received a Letter from you ſome Days ago, 
while I was at Edinburgh; a Hurry of Buſineſs 
at that Time gave me no ſufficient Leaſure to 
read it deliberately ; and therefore I delayed the 
[ conſidering it, till my returning Home. The 
chief Parts of your Letter, and theſe which require 2 
polirtve Anſwer, are, namely, You defire to know. 
what Grounds do ſatisfie others of your Friends and 
e, towards our continuing in Communion with this 
Church, and acting jointly with them in the ſeveral 
Tudicatories, and what ſolid Reaſons can be adduced 
againſt your bearing Teftimony in a ſeparated Way 
as alſo what may be juſtly ſaid for the State of our 
Aſſemblies which yours repreſents to be ſo far wrong, 
| as to give juft Cauſes for a Proteftation againſt the _ 
very Conſtitution. 1 incline not to write at great 
Length, having given my Thoughts about theſe 
atters on other Occaſions, and Fenn ſome of 


them. I love not to repeat, and if you had giveg | 
any particular Return to that which | wrote to you 
before on divers other Occaſions, the Labour of 
writing now again would be the leſs neceſſary 2 |; 
Nevertheleſs, at your Deſire I ſhall repreſent ſome-, © © | 

what, And that our ** may be the more cleats 


— » 
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I premiſe ſome Confiabzadenl about ſuch Things as I 1 
7 qu are beyond Debate in this Cauſe, being either 


atters of Fact, or Truths granted on either Hand. 
1770, We have no Diſpute about ſundry of the Grie- 
_ vafices which the ſeparating People have publithed ;; 


ſome of theſe might be queſtioned as founded on Mi- 


takes: But it is not neceſſary to enter upon à parti- 
culat Inquiry” into theſe Things. I ſhall then intirely 1 
wave all Diſpute on that Head, and preſuppole the 
Grievances in Bulk to be juft, 24/9, Notwithſtanding 


ir muſt be confidered and allow'd, That this Church, 


in the Standards of our Communion which we all 


own, and in ſeveral national Acts and Deeds, hath | 


f 
owned, and doth acknowledge the chief Points of our : 


© Reformation, both in Doctrine, Wormip, Diſcipline 
and Government; we all own, and all Minifters, with | 


many ruling Elders, have ſigned the Confeſſion of 


Faith, as the Confeſſion of their Faith; and the Sub- 
ſtance of Presbytertan Government is eccleſiaftically | 
- natified in our Form of Proceſs, which in my Judg- 


* 


ment hath carried us a Step further that Way, man 


What was attained in former and better Times. More- | 


over, the Contents of our Covenants are ſumm'd up | 
in the Queſtions enacted by our Aſſemblies, and which 


are propoſed by their Authority unto Minifters at their 


a 
£ 


Ordination. I fee nothing wanting in the Queries, | 


faving an explicit Mention of thefe Covenants. Not- 


withſtanding, 3dly, It is to be lamented that we are 
guilty of many practical Receſſions from theſe our 
Covenants, and that ſome doctrinal Errors are gra- 
dually creeping in amongſt us, Vet there is no Natio- 
nal or Church Deed done or enacted by us hitherto, 
which carries us off from theſe Standards. They have 
Kill the Authority they ever had, and which any 
Church Act can give v. 4zhly, It is out of Queſtion 
with us, that due and regular Teftimonies ought 


* N. B. The late V, mnerabls Abimbly did alſo in May N 


inſtant 1717, paßt an At for maintaining Purity of Doctrine, 


and giving Check to ſpreading Error. 
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Lord to give Acceſs, and in ſo far as tue Honour 


| | | | 5 % y OP | s | 
to he given againſt Loe Alon, as it pleaſeth the 


of God and the Good of the Church do require. 
Theſe few Preliminaries being laid down, I ſhall 
give my Thoughts about the two firft Brancnes of your 
Letter jointly after a fair ftating of ine Matter under 
Debate, which, I think. may be ſumm'd up into tnis 
plain Queſtion, viz. Whether it be uniawſul to bear 
Teimony againſt the Evils of this Church, in a 


May of Communion with her Jjudicatories, and in 


Attendance upon the Ordinances therein diſpenſed? 


Or, that it be the Lord's Will revealed in his Word, 
| that we ſhould intnely ſeparate from this Church, 


and ſet up Judicatories and Ordinances in a ſeparated 


| 1 May? Your worthy Friends and I are for concurring 
: with our Church in unqueſtionable Duties, and 


reftitying regularly againft what we may think wrongs 
But the Manner ot protefting pleaded for, and 


practiſed by the Separatifts requizes a Wirndrawing 
- from this preſent National Church of Scotland, aud a 
ſetting up, and adnering to Preſby terial Judicatories, 
zs they call them, diſtinct therefrom. 1 tball very 
freely, but ſhortly give you my Thoughts on theſe 


Heads, when I have premiſed one further Conſiderati - 


ir | on, which I reckon incontefted among Chriftians, 


viz. That there never was, is, nor thall be any State 


| of the Churches of Chriſt, wherein the Scriptures of 


Truth give not ſufficient and full Direction; here- 


upon l thall comprize that which I would repreſent 


in theſe two Aſſertions. Firſt, The Scriptures give 
us no Precedent for teſtifying againft a Church, 


whoſe received and enacted Standards, as to Doctrine 


and Diſcipline are pure, by ſeparating from it, and 
ſerting up another Church within its Boſam, and in 
Oppoſition to it: Nor were theſe the Footfteps of the 
Flock in other Churches, or in our own, until theſe 


laſt and perilous Days. 2d4ly, We have in the ſacred 
Oracles, both Rules and Precedents directly contrary. 


Touching the Ff of theſe, leing it is a Negative, 


n ö the ordinary Rules of Diſpute exempt me from the 
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Burden of Probation. Our Sriends have ſet up ſe- 
| parated Societies, and it is incumbent upon them to 
point out to us the Footſteps of the (a) Flock, which 


_ they have followed in their Models and Practices; 


I confeſs we have Commands and Precedents for go- 
ing out of (H) Babel; but I would hope our Friends 


Wil not call a Church ſound in Doctrine and Diſ- 
cipline by the odious Name of Babel. If they look 


upon us as no Church of Chrift, let them ſpeak out, 


and call us Antichriſtian, Babyloniſh, or what they will, 
und if we be not any Part of the true Catholick 
Church, but have gone quite off from the only Foun- 


dation, namely, Cnrift (c) Jeſus, they muſt alſo ſay, 


The Lord keeps no Communton with us; and that 
there is no ordinary Poſſibility of Salvation in Fel- 
lowſhip with us, or conſequently with any other 


Proteftant Church in the Univerſe; for to ſpeak 


within Bounds, we ate not the impureſt. It is alſo 
certain (d) that we ought to withdraw from every 


and yet they never 1atertained the leaſt Motion of 


| ſetting up diftin& Churches amidſt a Church, ſound 
both as to Doctrine and Government; ſuch Stretches 


were wholly unknown amongft us, until theſe 
latter Dregs of Time. I confeſs, the Errors, Abo- 


minations, . and Tyrannies of Prelacy were had in N 
| juſt Deteftation, and procured 2 juſt Seceſſion. 
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1 8 (a) Song 1. 8. (b) I 52. 11: 2 Cor. 6. 17. _ 


re (9) % 


Brother that walketh diſorderly, who do not quietly 
labour in their reſpective lawful Callings, or are 
guilty of other ſcandalous Mildemeanours, and the 
Church ought to put a Note of Cenfure upon ſuch 
Perſons. But all this is far enough from ſetting up a 
Church within a reformed Church. You know, that 
this, and other Churches have had their Wreftlings | 
againſt manifold Deſections; and it were eaſie to 
draw out large Catalogues of eminent and faithful 

Witneſſes, viho bore honeſt Teftimony apainft ſuch 
Evils, by many heroical Deeds, and great Sufferings; 


4 
: 
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' } they chuſe that which is the moſt difficult Part, viz. 
a a ſetting their Faces to the Cauſe, and contending 


I with Vigour, Jet in regular Ways and Teflimonies = 


] Theſe alſo gave the Rile to ſeparated congregation- 
al Churches in our neighbour Land, and | fincerely 


* 


think, that moſt of our congregational Brethten. 
would have fallen in with the Preſbyterian Mould had 
they Known it better. I have alſo confidered the Model 


of Government, in the Congregational Churches of neu- 15 


England, as the ſame ts publiſhed in the Magnaha 
Chriſti Americana; and do not find it much 


+ different frem that which this Preſbyterian Church 


doth own; but for the erecting a Church within a 


Preſbyterian Church, I muſt ſay, That is a Novation 
with a Witneſs. Our Friends expreſs much Zeal for the 


Obligation of our Covenants, ( which I acknowledge 
is inviolable) and therefore I would recommend to 
their ſerious Views, that Article of the National 
Covenant, whereby we abjure all Novations contrary 


to our received Standards; ſure I am, our old Cove- 
nanters were not of their Mind, I know no Pregedent 

for their Way amongſt us, ſave this one, of which, I 

think not they will be very fond, namely, That, of the 

' Publick Reſolutioners, who were the firſt that ever pre- 


tended to ſet up diſtinct Judicatories in this Church. 
The Protefters ſat with them in Judicatoties with- 
out any Heſitation, and preſſed to continue, and to 


act a faithful Part, as it might pleaſe the Lord to guide 
them; but the Reſolutioners would not act jointly 


with them; they were the Separatiſts. We have had 


ſince the Beginning, and we ftill have an honeſt. 


. 


1 


: 
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Company of Minifters, Elders, anu private Chriftians, 


_— 


who, through Grace, do acquit themſelves faithfully 
amidft many Difficulties ; and notwithftanding, the 
finful Failures which accompany them, will yet, 1 
hope, be found amongft the Number of the Lord's 
Witneſſes, and both are, and will be, of free Mercy 
through Chriſt accepted in their fincere Teftimonies; 


they are the Perſons who follow the Steps of our = 


worthy Anceftors, by wreſtling againft Defections in 
a Way of Church Communion, and allow me to fay it, 


C. d 
ok this Kind are in UF ng Recends which; 1 hope; 


eaſie Marter to wreftle againſt the Strength of con- 
traty Streams; and were it not that no Man ſhall be 
crowned, except he ſtrive (a) lawfully, or according 
to Rule; it were a Part much eaficr ro the Fleſh, to 


go off intirely, and leave the whole Society. I inſiſt n 


not on this Part; only let our Friends know, that in 


ſetting up diſtinct Congregations and Judicatories, 7 


they not only withdraw from judicious and eminently 


godly Miniſters, and private Chriftians, but do allo [4 


will be preſerved till the End of the World: It is no K* 


conſequentially go far towards a dooming them to Hyg 


Hell, as owning themſelves to be in the Communion "! 
_ of a Church thai is no true Church, and with which ' 
L. According to their Principles) the Lord Jeſus inter- Hae 
taineth no more any Communion: For certainly KN. 


their letting up ſeparated Judicatories and Churches, 


willimply fo much, or elſe t ey muſt fay, That they py 
will have no Feljowſhip with Churches with whom T; 
the Lord Jeſus dorh intenna'n Communion. I re- 
member it was rhe Plea of our great Reformers, ſor 
their going out of Babel. We would have healed | 
) Babel, ſaid they, but ſbe would not be healed, Þ: 
They haftned not to go out even from Komiſh Babel, © 


but ſtaid and Jaboured amongft them, without taking 


Share of their known Corruptions, and would have 
continued to do fo much longer, but that they were 
thruft our by cruel and ſanguinary Laws, exprefly 2 
tequiring them tofapprove the Hereſies and Abomi- | 
nations of Babel, and to concur with them in their 
idolatrous Worthip. Matters, as to this, are quite 
otherwiſe, and more comfortably ſtated with us, what- | 
ever Receſſions may be charged upon diverſe ainongft 
us. or whatever Incroachments are made upon the 
Purity, both of our Doctrine and Diſcipline, no Man 
is under a Neceſſity to approve any of theſe Evils, 
every one hath free Acceſs to bear honeſt Teftimony | 
ind. 0 TMR pr again 
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' Corruption, they who feared God in the ſeveral 

and Periods of the Church, did ſincerely bear Tefti- 
q WA 
= 4 


deſua 
{Church within theſe Churches, whoſe Standards re- 
main' d ſound as to the great and fundamental Articles 
of Religion. I have traced this great Truth through 
{ ſeveral Periods of the Church, in Remarks which. 1 
have publiſhed, and I incline not to repeat; only I. 
I think it proper in a few — repreſent, That the 


LY 


V 
Ling Male-ademiniftriticns lin © Way of Church 


Communian: This is the Lord's Way, and the good 
old. Way; other Feu Paths are unſcriptural, 
new, untroden by the Cloud of Witneſſes, and of the 

moft dangerous and dreadful Tendency. It is ftrange 


Treatment of us by our Friends, that they deal worſe 
gv ith us than our worthy Progenitors did with Babel: 
They left them not; nor did the Apoſtles leave the 

Deus, until they were thruſt out by cruel Perſecutiog: 
and (a) Violence, Our Friends cannot ſay th 


* * 


e thruſt out; yea upon the contrair, the t 


amicable Methods and Intreaties were uſed to prevail 
th them towards their joining in Communion with 
this Church, but Prejudice to their bearing Teftimony 
gainſt any juft Grievance, and endeavouring the 


bt 
i 
72 
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edreſs of theſe Grievances in a Way of Communi- 


vn. Let this ſuffice for a Touch at what was defigned 
by the fir Aſſertion. If you, or other Friends can 

Zadduce any ſcriptural Warrant and Precedent, -or 
Lori ptural Example, as 
Chriſt, for bearing Tefl 
Church ſtated as we are, I ſhall very williogly hear 
Pf INES A 


got iſed by the Churches of 
mony in your Way againſt 


xzion. It is very clear from the Tenor of the i 


A 


Soetiptutes, and the approven Behaviour of the Cloud 
of Witgelk⸗ 


Vun therein zecorded, That in Times of 


— 


. 


y 2gainſt the Corruptions of their Day, and 
2 Grace did keep their Garments clean in ſome 
Meaſure, but not by ſetting up 2 diſtinct 


Wia 


— 
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2) 43s 13, 45, 46 30, 
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Way of our Friends in Sa from this whole 
Church, is not the Way of the Lord, but a Way con- 
ttary unto that, wherein the Lord's Worthies have 


the Days of Eli, whatever juſt Averſion had Place 


neſs rendted them deteſtable to all ſober Perſons, yet 
the Tabernacle Service was not forſaken by the Lord's 


ſet up in a ſeparate Way. Old (a) Eli and young 
Samuel, with his godly Parents, and other Believets 
attended the Service. Our Separatiſts will alledge, 
that this was their Sin, but the Lord hath not ſaid fo} 
in his Word, no Worſhip ſave the Tabernacle Service 


of the Lord, and the 
| Him, being greatly, ftumbled at the abominable | 
Wickedneſſes of Hophni and phinebar. Yet, as we are 
not to think, that there was no purer Part in that 
the Wickedneſs of theſe Priefts, that they tempted the | 


_ which aſſuredly would have been their Sin; and 
being, notwithſtanding the Corruptions of that Time, 
2 


the Worſhippers and Worſhip; the Stretches ſome 


3+ $5» 6, 7, &c. 


walked with his Approbation from the 8 
Pleaſe take a few Inftances of many. Fri, In 
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againſt Hophni and Phinehas, whoſe horrible Wicked- 


People at that Time, nor was any diſtinct Worftip? 


%% oa oe. os. Aion A . dt. Ms 


only, with other ſubordinate Appointments had any 


divine Inſtituion; and moreover, the Lord himſelf] | 
1 his Approbation, and ſet his en Seal to that 


orſhip. Bleſſed Hanna in pouring out her Heart to the 


Lord, finds Acceptance, and gets Audience, and the! 
Lord manifeſted himſelf to young (b) Samuel, while 
attending his Work, under the Inſpection of old Eli. 
It may readily be excepted, that by Reaſon of the} 


Corruptions of that Age, Men abhorred the Offering 
Lord's People went aftray from 


only and national Church, ſo it is taken Notice of 
by the Spirit of God, as a dreadful Aggravation of 


Lord's People to defift from all publick Worſhip, 


we have inconteſted Inſtances of the Lord's accepting 


| 7 make, 


— . ( 


2 2 
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(a) 1 8am: 1. 7, 6, 9, Kc. and 2. 1, 2, 3, (b) 1 Sam, | 


a 3 
make, would run us upon this Rock, viz. That he re 
uixed of his People at that Time, That they ſhguld 
J Coarath from the Worſhip, which was the only ap- 
le pointed Worſhip, and wherein he accepted his People, 
and kept Communion with them, and that they ſhould 
ve} ſet up another Worthip at their own Hand, without 
g. any Shadow of Inſtitution or Allowance. 2 dh, I might 
In} follow this Remark throughout the whole Hiftory of 
ce} Fudah and Benjamin, after the Seceſſion of the ten 
d- Tribes, were it needful to enlarge ſo far. It is evi- 
et} dent, that theſe of Judah were guilty of many De- 
7 - fetions, while yet theygkept up the Temple-worſhip, 
ip? as pointing at the Lord Jeſus, the Subftance of all 
ng! theſe Types and Shadows, nevertheleſs the Lord's 
People concurred in the Worſhip, and did nat ſet up 2 
ge, diftin& Church within that Church, tho? yet they 
more or leſs, did keep themſelves free of the Cor- 
ruptions of theſe ſeveral Ages, according ts their 
5 Meaſure of diſcerning the ſame. Our Divines have 
7 obſerved, That the godly 1/raelizes ſhewed themſelves 
} faithful, and bore their Teftimony againſt the Idolatry 
of Baal, and of the Calves at Dan and Bethel, by tra- 
} velling upon their (a) Peril, out of the Territories of 
ile Jfrael, and going the Length of the Temple at Jeruſa- 
lem, there to attend the Solemnities of Worſhip, and the> 
Prophets of the Lord, who revealed his whole Coun- 
ſel, incouraged them therein (5). Thus the whole 
Body of his People gave Attendance to the then inſti- 
tuted Worſhip. But the Scheme of Separatifts in our 
Day condemns them all, for not making an intire 
Seceſſion, and ſetting up a diſtinct Church, until the 
f' Grievances of that Time had been redreſſed. 3d), 1! 
incline not to reſume what I publiſhed conternin the 5 
State of Worſhip in the Days of our Lord Jeſus his 
being in the Fleſh, and of the Apoſtles of Chriſt. You 
2 ſay my Arguments on theſe Groynds prove too much; 
l obviated that * another Print; all that 
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we want to prove rm ws Inftatices' apainft our 
Separatifts, is plainly this, namely, That no ſeparated 


Worſhip was fet up at that Time by our Lord Jefus, 


and that both he himſelf, as he in his, irrfinite Wiſdom 


thought fit, as alſo his Diſciples, and the reft of the 


People of God attended the Temple-ſervice. The 
Jews were great Zea lots for the (a) 4 and its 
- *Worſhip, and yet they could find no Fault with 


N G) Chrift and his Diſciples on that Head ; beyond all 
Doubt they watched them narrowly, and Crimes of 
that Sort would have been the maſt popular, and fitted 


to their Purpoſe ; neither coald they have been hid, 
had they erected themſelves into a ſeparated Society. 


4ly, I think the Words of our Lord Jeſus concerning 


the Worſhip of the Jews, as it was even. then ftated, 


to be very conſiderable. It's known that the Time 


wherein he converſed amongſt Men in the Flefh,was a 
Time of abounding Errors, Hereſies, and manifold 
Corrupttons, from all which the purer Part kepr 
themſelves at a juſt Diftance, according to their Mea- 
ſure of Light: Nevertheleſs, the Church of the Jews 
was at that Time a true Church, and the only Church; 
there was no ſeparated Society in theſe Days who ſer 
up for themſelves, tho? the Grievances of that Period 
were great enough, and heavier than our Separatifts 


can alledge againſt us, as might be eafily inſtructed, 


were it needful. The Words 1 mean are theſe, viz. Ye 
worſbip ( ſaid our Lord to the Samaritan (c) Woman) 


7 ye know not what, we know whom we worſhip, for Sal- 


vation is of the Fews. I incline not to enter upon a 
Expolition of theſe Words, all that I intend lieth very 


plainly in them, namely, that our Lord gave his fa- 


vourable Teftimony to the Worſhip performed amongft 
the Jews, in Oppoſition to the corrupt Worſhip of the 


ſeparating Samaritans, and did alſo declare, That the 
Way of Salvation was through his Grace gone into, 
1 8 7 1 VVV | and 
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(a) Fer. 7. 4. Zeph. 3. 11. (b) Mat. 26. 59, 60, 
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and eternal ne fall, attained by the Elect 
ol God amongſt the Jews, and in attending upon the 

J inftitmed Worthip: I might inſiſt on this Strain, but 
that I am loth to repeat the many and weighty Ar- 
4 ents, ' which may be found in the Wings of 
ound Divines, and of divesfe of our greateſt Worthies, 
who have treated that Controverfre. I know ot, nor 
3 do f find in the Scriptures ot Truth, the leaft Men- 
tion of any feparated Society, eirhes under the old 
or new Teftament, who did fer up within the Church, 
' 3 fo long as the Standards continued pure. We have 
indeed Accounts of the idolatrous ' Samaritans, and 
ſome Shreads of Records concerning the Effeans (of 
whom yet the Scripture is filent ; ) if our Separatifts 
love to follow ſuch Copies, let them make their beft 
ol them. But enough, and perhaps more than enough 


ol this Vellication. I ſhall now endeavour to come 
3 n little more cloſely home; the declared Deſiga of 
r the Separatiſts, is wholly to withdraw from every 
- 27 Minifter who liveth in Communion with this Church, 
And to ſet up Judicatories, and the whole Fabrick of 
; 2 Church diſtinct therefrom, This; 1s upon the Mat- 
t ter, at one Dath, to excommunicate us all. I know | 
d there are many Corruptions — us, and many 
gs © Failures in our Adminiftration ; I do | 
1, Iy lament, that the Leaven of dangerous Errors is 
2 \ ſpreading amongft us; I make no Apology for thele, 
or any other Evils and Defections I know us to be 
| guilty of: Notwithſtanding, we all profeſs the Purity 
F doth of Doctrine and Government, according to our 
y received and enacted Standards; and there is a defirable 
Company of Minifters, and other Perſons of diverſe 
F Ranks, who fincerely wreftle, and in the Lord's 


1e 4 all the Corruptions they know, bur in regular Ways, 
o, without breaking off from Communion with this 

ag Church. Our Lord, in the Commiſſion he gave to 
his Diſciples, was pleaſed to ſecure to his Church 2 
8 e Miniftry to the End of the World. This 
„ Priviledge the whole Cloud of Witneſſes has 1 


o likewiſe hearti- 


1e Strength do bear honeſt Teſtimony for him againſt 


| | 14 I at 
looked upon 23 Ks + by theſe remarkable Words, 

Lo, I (a) am with you unto the End of the World, that 

is, with you Apoſtles, and with a Miniftry to ſuc- | 

|  ceed unto you, till the End of Time, We muſt be at 

a very low Paſs, according to your ſeparating Project, 


as to the wotthy Miuifters, Elders, and private Chri- 


ſtians, who live in Communion with this Church, | 
and teftifie againſt what they think is wrong; none 
ol us can belong to the Number of the Faithful; ye 
have rejected us all, and caft rhe Overſeers off, and 
alſo have torn their Commiſſions into Pieces, ſo far as 
in you lay; and I know not any other ftanding Mi- 
niſtry upon the Face of the Earth, which your Prin- 
Ciples can allow you to own, We are loth to make 
Compariſons, and do in true Lowlineſs of Mind 
(b) efteem others better than our ſelves. Only allow- 
me to ſay, lt ye owned any, a godly wreftling Mi- 
niftry in your Mother Church might pretend to ſome } 
Share of your Countenance; but your Principles carry 
you ro an intire Rejection of us all: Had we been 
Prieſts of Baal, or of a Piece with theſe who ſerved ? 
the golden Calves at Dan and Bethel, we could have 
expected little worfe Treatment. Ye muft needs be 
the Men, (I ſpeak it ſeriouſly and ſoberly) and the 
Principles ye now elpbuſe will allow na other 
 honeft Miniſtry to ſucceed the Apoſtles, ſave that 
which is confin'd to your own Perſon, and the de- 
_ poſed Miniſters who have joined you, I know no 


other. 


Nov, dear Sir, after that ſuch a Sentence is 
paſt, (ſuffer me to enquire, with all Earneſtneſs and 

Meeknels, into the Grounds which ſupport it. The 
_ cafting off a whole Miniſtry, without Exception ox 
Reſerve, and the ſetting up a diſtinct Church, is a very 


great Attempt; and if you pretend to have done this 


s commanded by the Lord, and in Faith, ye are 
obliged to ſhew your Credentials, and to give your | 
7 „ e "Waaonk | 


— 
— 


() Mat. 28. 20. (b) Th 2. 5 5 


G ;n 43160 «mf nw 5 „eee e a cG©s rh 


9 a oo» apy 


|| Reaſons, Here we can ſee 15 Footſteps of the Flock, 
we view not any Cloud of approven Witneſſes gating. 


before us. Vea, ſuridry of the moſt rigid Separatifts 


in former Times, arfditheſe of foꝛeign Churches were 
1 far from carrying Matters to ſuch a Length. The 
1 greateſt Lights which ever ſhined in our Horizon, 
and who were eminently faithful to the Interefts of 
2 Chrift's Kingdom in their Day, never intertained ſuch 
Thought. The Lord's Witneſſes by the Proteftati- _ 
on, Remonftrance, and in other ſuch Ways; were to 
the utmoſt remote from any ſuch Projects; and when 
2 diverſe of them were caft out by their Brethren, yet 
they never declin'd to ſuch a Separation. Dear Sir, 
I 1ncline not formally to debate in this Return to 


ne your Letter, not from Want of a large Field and 


Plenty of Topicks, but becauſe I love not Contenti- 
on; I have already exceeded rhe Bounds of a Miſſive, 

2 yet I ſhall ſubjoin a few further Remarks upon this 
7 aſtoniſhing Piece of your Conduct. 5 


Firſt, The Lord feftabliſhed a Church and a ſettled 


Form of Worſhip under the old Teftament, and fo 
long as the Eſſentials of the revealed Doctrine, Order 
and Worſhip were maintained under that Diſpenſati- 
on, no diftinct Society was ſet up amongft them. 


a The High- places remained long, and other Grievances 


; (a) Ma, I6, I7, 18. 1 Cor. 3. 11. D 


* 
I 
* 
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were not wanting while yet the Church continued 
upon Chrift, the only (a) Rock and Foundation. 
The Prophets of the Lord bore Teftimbny apainft 
3 theſe Evils, as we may ſee at large in their Prephe- _ 
2 cies : The Faithful in theſe Days amongft the People 
Tdemoaned them; but neither did the Lord by the Pro- 


phets require, nor did the Godly ſet up themſelves 


unto a diftin& Society within the Church, while the 

true God was adored, and the Eſſentials of Doctrine 

and Worſhip were kept intire. They did indeed reſuſe 
to worſhip Baalim, ot the Calves at Dan and Bethel ; 


they 


* * 


J. but they never for- 
the Temple-workſhip. | | 


488 dh, Our Lord Jeſus his Eatrance into the World 
—_ as celebrated with many Diſplays of his Glory, and. 
F | Teſtimonies given by the Father unto him, u the 
4 promiſed Meſſiah, and all in the paved Road of Tem- e 
5 1 (a) Zacharias, while at his Temple- 
ice, gets an eminent Revelation concerning the W 
Birth of his Son John, the Harbinger of our Lard. 
It was his Sin (muft our Separatifts lay) to take any 
Pratt of that Service in a Chuich ſo far corrupted: But 
we find not mat the Lord ſaith ſo, nor was there any? 
other Service appointed by God. The Seriptures 
declare it was his Lot to offer Ineenſe at that Time, s 
which alſo he did, and the Spirit of God gives him 
and his Wife El/abeth () the great Teftimony of, 
walking in ali the Commandments and Ordinances of the G5 
Lord blameleſs, This the God of Truth ſaith ; but the 
 Separatifts Principles bear, Tbat his whole Walk in 
| ahefe Ordinances was blame-womrhy,;anvd 4 Threed of 
| Defection from the Lozd. It is recorded concerning 
1 (c) Anna, and to her Praiſe, the Strain and whole 
\ Words of the Scripture bear this, if Words can fGgnify 
TH n, that ſhe departed not from the Temple, but attended" 
1 the Service there, Ihe bleſſed Virgin (d) offered the 
[ uſual Sacrifices for her Purification, and (as I hinted 
| before) our Lord Jeſus and his Diſciples, with the! 
other Godly in theſe Times, were beyond Suſpicion F 
Vith their moſt Eagle- ey d Enemies, and could not be. 
accuſed for any Failure, or Neglect of the Temple» 
worſhip. Moreover, the Lord Jeſvs. acknowledged! 
the Prieſtly Office of that Time ſo far, as to require a h 
Leper (e) whom he had cleanſed, and Ten more at) 
another Time, to ſhew themſelves to the Prieft, and 


— went not in with 140: 


M—_—— 
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La Luke 1. throv hout, and 2.22, 23, 24. (b) Luke 
= 2 (c) Luke 2. _ (d) Luke 2. 7 Oar a 
8. 4. Mark 1. from 40, 44. Luke 15. 12, 13, 14. Luke 

17. frgm 12. compared with Lev. 14. 4, C. 
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>» offer the commanded Offering. The ſeparating 
muſt make ſuch a Command unlawfu 
nd whatever Gloſſes are invented to darken fo clear 
Paſſage, this fti}] remains uncontrollable- The 
ord Jefus neither did, nor could (ſuch is his inf. 
he h ite Holineſs) command the performing forbidden and 
m- orrupt Worſhip. Moreover, had the Godly at that 
le-Fime been a ſeparated Company, they had not eſcaped 
he ſe keeneft Purſuit. Thus we have gain'd fo much, 
1d. Mat the Grievances of that Period were not reſented 
ny Þ a ſeparating Way, and by a ſeparate Society. Y 
zut 349, We find in the Days of the Apoſtles, that the 
ny Fhurches of Chrift wanted not theit Grievances, and 
res pme of theſe were very heavy : Such Grievances 
ne, me ſurely under 2 juft Confideration, and the Apo- 
um Mes gave (by Divine Inſpiration) full Direction about 
 offÞ<m ; T incline not to be large: Take a few Inflan- 
s of many. The Church of Corinth was infeſted 
ich Schiſms, while one ſaid, (a) I am of Paul, and 
in other, I am of Apollo, &c. There were alſo 

nongſt them fuch as went un warrantable 1 
ine catng in the Temples of Idols, and alfo of ſuch 
Fe as ' were ſacrificed to (5) Idols, with great 
Offence, eſpecially of the weak Sort. There were 
Rewiſe then ſoch Libertines, or Atheifts, as denied 
the (o) Refurrection- Thefe and other ſuch Evils 
me under à juft Cenſure by the Apoſtles, and were 


e- Prineiple 


i 


art, who cond Bave no Fellowſhip with ſuch unfruitful 
" orks of (d) Darkneſs, but did rather reprove them, 204 
pre earneſt Teſtimony againſt them. The Apoſtles 
Bſo taxed ſharply the * Diforders and 2 

Ord s 


re a hich attended the (e) Celebration of the 
hurch was 2 true Lt conſiſting as to — 
* e 5 of. 
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(a * i Co 4 t. 3, : b 1 Cor. 8. 10. 8 1. Cor. 
; i,” 5 755 5. 11: (e) 1 bk. from 


5. throughout. 


' 


&yond Doubt had in great Deteftation by the fincerer 


b 


2 _— 5 
of (a) Saints, and calc CHlnch Members in Chriſt I 
Jeſus. They no Doubt bore Teſtimony leſs or moreſßect 
for the Lord, and kept, through his Grace, at Old 
Diſtance from the Evils of their Day, and alſo from Tou 
ſuch Perſons as were more groſly corrupt, but not in the 
| a ſeparating Way, by erecting themſelves into a ſepa- Mat 
rated Society, with diftin& Church-Judicatories : Such$o K 
Apocryphal Divinity was unknown to the Prophets this 
and Apoſtles of Chriſt, who gave no ſuch Order to the 
- ghele Churches... tf: 0c 2 13-2 3 nn 
4thh, I might give the like Inſtances as to the Whi 
Churches of Galatia, many of whom had departedPro! 
from him who called them unto (b) the Grace of Chriſt itt 
unto another Goſpel; as alſo, I might mention the Brea 
Churches of Aſia (c), where the Corruptions amongft ſo [: 
| ſome were very grievous, while there were amongft inte 
them who held the profane and unclean Doctrine of ſo m 
the Nicolaitans, where alſo there were who taught the it tt 
Commiſſion of Fornication. Not to rake furder in her 
in that Puddle; certain it is, that theſe Abominati-Þng 


ons were held in the higheſt Deteſtation among all8ng 


the Fearers of God in that Time, and we may pre- 
| Cume they kept at a juſt Diſtance from the vilePall 
 Wretches that were guilty of them. Nevertheleſs weFÞ1: 
muſt acknowledge, That their Deficiencies of bringMer 
ing ſuch notorious Offenders under deſerved Cenſure,Fcac 
were natably culpable, and were ſharply taxed by the} F. 
Apoſtles themſelves. Notwithſtanding, there is noJÞPur 
Shadow of Ground to think that the Lord requireMter 
the fincere and more zealous Part to ſeparate them-HArie 
ſelves from the more {lack and lukewarm as a diftin&J*0! 
Society. The Lord walked amongft the Golden Can-Þ 
dlefticks in theſe Churches, and guided his Peoples 
to a bearing Teſtimony for him, without ſuch Chureh-Es 
mining AA ng 
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1 | (a) 1 Cor. t. 2, (b) Gal. I, 6. 1 Cor. I, 1, 2. (e) Rev. py 


1H Thus, dear Sir, I hire mech your ſeparating Pro- 
Set through divers Periods of the Church, under the 
ld and New Teftaments, and have given you 
Mouches at the good and old Way of our Lord himſelf, 
the Prophets and Apoftles. I have pondered theſe 
Matters again and again, and have had the Occaſion 
h o know the Thoughts of the brighteſt Lights of 
s this and other reformed Churches, who all are of 
o the ſame Sentiments on this weighty Head, and do 
Jointly exprefs their high Deteſtation of Schiſms, 
je hich yet never came up the Length of your new 
d Project. Pardon me to fay it; I love to live and die 
t vith the Cloud of Witneſſes, and eſpecially with ſuch 
ne great and eminent Worthies, and have often been put 
| o ſay it ſolemnly before the Lord. Let not my Soul 
| nter into the Secret of your ſchiſmatical Courſes; 
ol o much for the Remarks whereby I deſign'd to hint 
he ft the good old ſcriptural ks 1 have but one fur- 
in her Meditation, with which I deſign to conclude this 
ti ng Letter, and it is this, viz. You and your ſeparz- 
allf8ng Friends have often propoſed an Accommodation 


te- nd Union, upon the Redreſs of your Grievances. I 


ile Rall offer the ſubſequent Obſerves upon that Project, 
nich I find is ſo highly valued by them as if they 


\gMereby made it ſufficiently evident they are for 
— CCC 
— 1 Firft, I ſee no Warrant for your going off firſt at 


no bur own Hand, and then propoſing Terms of Union 
rechter that ye had withdrawn unjuftly, We have juft 
m-@rievances at Heart as well as ye, and require your 
n&Jrounds for ſuch a difobliging Method. Had ye 
an-Sntinuved with us, ſeveral Grievances might have 

pleFep conſidered and redreſſed by us jointly, in juft, 


_ that Pofture to treat with us, is a Treatment neither 
nus,Tiptural, reaſonable, juſt nor fair, nor is it the ha- 
We Way for getting Grievances redreſſed. 1 fear not 
— 5 (ay that ſuch apocryphal Courſes are amongſt the 
Row avieft Cauſes of the Continuance and Increaſe of 
"" ſem, Unwarrantable Methods are not the propet 
5 JJSTTTCCCVV | 


gular, and amicable Ways: But to forſake us, and 


Which ye found your Seceſſion, and conſequently the! 


1 ving the Cauſes thereof, I perceive. the Sway of the in 


| 30 OP: 5 
b t Eads The (a) Wrath of 


Means for attaining righ St 
Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God, neither W 
were ſuch Grievances offered in the moſt proper an 


regular Ways, nor with the Deference due untc 
a (b) Mother Churcn. : 
24h, I could never yet learn, tho' I. uſed the outhh 
moſt Diligence, what theſe Grievances are upon 


edreſs whereof would put an End unto it, as remo- 
moſt Part of your Separatiſts carrieth them to a Con- 16 


tinuance of their withdraw:ag, until all their Grieg Si 
vances publiſhed by them in Print be redieſſed. This de 


I underftood was the Mind of the Bulk of you! w 


People in the Conferences at Peupont, and I have ſeen an 
mote of that uneaſy Humour ſince that Time. I} G 
thefe be the Conditions of Union, it can never be ay 
expected to take Place is our - Day, nor in any othel} w 
Petiod for what I Know-. At this Rate ye proclaim A 
perpetual War, ror is there any Condeſcenſion here or 
for we might return to the Church of Rome, woul to 
they redreſs juft Grievances, aud return to the happy ca 
State wherein they were, when the Apoftle Pay] ſu 
wrote his Epiftle to the Romans. VV 
3 ah, Allow me to demand what Ground ye havi# he 
for impofing ſuch Terms of Communion. That juf ye 
Grievances ought to be redreſſed, and proper Mean! 
ſhould be uſed for that Effect, is diſputed by noni} 1 
who fear God: But to make Church Communior w 
neceſſarly to depend on ſuch a Redreſs in every Pan bc 
15 both deftitute of a necefſary Warrant from the 
Word, and requireth a ſtanding out until the Churches 
_ of Chrift be brought to ſuch a State as we are never 


En 8 to lee, nor for what I know is contained withii ar 


he Verge of the Lord's gracious Pgamiſes unto hi G 
Church. To ſet this in {ume Evidence of Light, P. 
would repreſent a few Particulars neceſſary to ſuch it 
() Jam. f. 20. (b) He, . 1, 2, G 


— 


State, and which, fort what 10 can ſee, we have no 
ei Warrant from the Word to look for. Shall theſe 
nd Grievances be redreſſed, then, Firſt, The waole, or 
the greateft Part of ine Church muſt be of ene Mind, 
both as to the Grievances themſelves and the Expedi- 
zence in our Clrcumftances, with the Clearnels of a 
Divine Call to put forth our ſelves towards the Re- 
1 moval of theſe Weights. 2dly, For redreſſing theſe 
0-4 Grievances, both Church and State muft again be caft 
he into the Mould whereof they were berwixt 1638 and 
0-5 1649. 34h, Obſtructions f 
ie Sizes muſt be ſo far taken ou 
ny der the enacting of ſuch weighty Tnings (ſome of 
Put? which I acknowledge were to be deſired) acceſſible, 
en and practicable, Fn one Word, the jufteft of theſe 
17 Grievances can never be removed, unleſs the 1 
beg and more prevailing Part both of Church and State 
nen were the better Part, In the mean while, we have 
n Acceſs and Occaſion through Grace, both to keep 
re our own Garments clean, and by regular Teſtimonies 
ule to exoner our Conſciences againft ſuch Evils as we 
ppi cannot get amended. Pray, by what Rule do ye 
uu ſuſpend Communion in Judicatories and other Ordi- 
nances upon impo ſſible Conditions? and what Ground 
avis have ye to refuſe your Concurrence for pleading with 
jul} your Mother in regular Ways? ?- 5 
am, L have extended this Miſſive too far, and yet, ere 
one I conclude, I muſt repreſent a Particular or two, 
101} wherein I defire not to be miftaken, ſeing my Mind, 


our Enemies of al! 
the Way, as to ren- 


an both as to our Doctrine and Diſcipline, is generally 


tht} known. © | 1 | 2 
hey Firſt, It is a Thing maniſeſt in it ſelf, and confide- 
ve rable in this Debate, that the learned and gooly Men 
hig are of different Sentiments about the Matter of Church 


hi Government. I ſhall let aſide our abjured Eraſtian 
t, F Prelacy, with the Traſh of Rome that ordinarly attends 
nh it; yet it is undeniable that other Heads of Church 
date Government are differently underftood, and have 
been inuch debated amongft the greateft Divines, and 
the brighieſt burning and ſhining Lights of this od, 


and in other Chrchel Seal in diverſe Stations, 
have been eminently” beautified with the Image of 20. 
Chriſt, who nevertheleſs underſtood bur little of | 
theſe Matters, which dg take up the Minds of many | 
amongſt you, to an exorbitant Degree. I demand 
then what Warrant any can have to caſt off either 
faitnful Ambaſſadors of Chrift, or other Chriftians of 
a more private Station, becauſe they come not up to 
your Pitch in the Matter of Order and Government. ' 
He who rejecteth any of theſe Ambaſſidors, rejects 
(a) Chrift himſelf, whg ſent them. I confeſs your 
People generally are { at their Height in theſe 
Things, we have not ſo learned Chrift. Special and 
 faving Light hath its Advance by Degrees, it ren 
ders theſe who have it, very tender of Chrift's (07 
image where they fee it, and moft cautious in 
their Motions : But I am ſorry that I have Cauſe to 
_ Gay ir; your Principles oblige you wholly to reject 
the moft eminent Servants of Chrift, tho' they were 
ke earthly Angels, except they come up to a Same- 
neſs of Sentiment with you, and in Matters wherein 
ye are far in the Wrong, and dovaftly differ from all 


the reformed Churches. e 


— YL 


h. It hath weighted my Mind to view the Ruins 
of your Way, whereby thouſands of People are kept 
off from Attendance upon the Ordinances of Chriſt, 
hbecauſe they cannot enjoy them as diſpenſed by theſe 
who ate of your Sentiments ; and it concerns you to 
lay to Heart, at whoſe Hands the Blood of theſe Souls 
ſhall be required, who abftiact from godly and taith- | 
ful Teachers, while they amuſe themſelves ? 
with Propoſals and Projects, that neither can, 
vor in a great Part ought to take Effet. You deſire 
my Thoughts about the Conſtitution of our A ſſemblies, 
and other Church Judicatories. I do indeed regret | 


Wrongs and Failures in our Practices and Admini- 


ſtrations; 


GD 


(.) Ilat. 16. 4. Lnke 10. 16, (b) Val. 16. 1, 23 
Fehn 3. 14. G . . . 
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„ frations; but flill I 95 bk that dur Conſtitution, 
; according to our received Standards, is truly Preſtyte- 
nal, tho we be ſadly tried with many afflictive In- 
Jeroschments upon uu. 
|} Yours giveth me Ground to expe.t you will give 
your Thoughts upon what I have written to you in 
this; I crave Leave to repreſent this one Thing for 
your Direction, namely, That I expect your effaying 
to prove theſe three Pofitions. Fiſt, That your Way + 
of bearing Teftimony againſt a Church, ſound in its 
2 Confeflion, both as to Dotivine and Diſcipline, by 
2 withdrawing from Judicatories and Qrdinances, is 
the Way of teſtifying which the Lord requires, tho“ 
yet Communion with ſuch a Church, may be kept up 
2? without approving any of its Defectious, and free 
Acceſs is allowed to bear Teftimony againſt one and 
all of them, in juſt and regular Ways, without ſe- 
7 parating, 24h, That the Lord reguireth,in ſuch a cir- | 
+ cumftanced State of the Church, that diſtinct Judica- 
tories and Ordinances ſhould be ſet up in Oppoſition 
to it. 3dly, That there is juſt Ground totally to with- 
draw from all both Minifters and Chriftians, and to 
count them as Heathens and Publicans, who remain 
* * within the Boſom of ſuch a Church, even tho? they 
go all poſlible Lengths in teſtifying againſt what they 
zthink is wrong, but ftill in a Way of Church Com- 
munion. If you write pointedly on theſe. Heads, I 
muſt conſider what you ſay ; but otherwiſe, I ſhall 
not think my ſelf much, if at all concerned, about any 
Thing written in a more remote and looſe: Manner. 
The Teſtimonies of your Love and Reſpect, I take in 
„very good Part, as expreſſing your Kindneſs, tho 1 
continue deeply conſcious to my ſelf, that 1 deſerve 
them not. You alſo repreſent your Complacency in 
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ing what I wiote azainft the preſent Schiſm. 1 
> have ſome Peace, as having pointed ſincerely to- 
. Ewards the great End, in all and each of them, ho-] 
ever weak my Endeavours were. And whatſoever 
Freedom 1 have uſed in this, and otherwiſe ie 


bk. Sd 
2 


ſuch of my poor Writings as you have ſeen, except- 


of Chriſt in you. | confeſs my Spirit was not 2 little 


the dangerous . of ſchiſmatical Principles 
and Practices, I aſſure you 1s accompanied with a juft 
Reſpect to your Perſon, ard to what I ſee of the Image 


Kirred at Views of the Violence that is offered to 
ſundry Paſſages of Scripture, which condemn your 
ſeparating Courſes, to make them ſpeak for the preſent þ 
ſchiſmatical Principles and Practices; and yer, after 
all, they continue remote enough from the Con- 
clufions, the Separatiſts would deduce from them; 
I preſume, in due Charity, that you have not adopted 
ſuch Perverſions and Strainings of the good and plain # 
Words of God; and hence in fo far the Pointedneſs # | 
of ſome penetrating Expreſſions in this Letter doth 4 
not touch you. I have already extended theſe Lines 
far beyond what I had firft defigned; and therefore 
 Cannat now launch out into a particular Condeſcen- ® 
ſion on theſe Paſſages of Scripture, with the Detor- 3 
tions of them, but 35 intend ( if the Lord will) to 
take them afterwards to Taſk, and to give a Touch at 
ſome other Aſperſions caſt upon the Church of Scoz- wall 
land, by the Promoters of the preſent Schiſm. I tre- 


= D. B. 
| Tours in fincere Love. 
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LETTERIL 


7 Reverend and dear Sir, 
Remember you repreſented in your laſt to me, 
That the Arguments 1 advanced againft the 
preſent Schiſm, and what ever elſe had been 

aid againſt it, are all anſwered in a Book late- 
Iy publithed, Intituled, Proteſters vindicated, &c. 
Inis inclined me to purchaſe, and read the Book; 
nd may truly ſay, I peruſed it carefully and ſingly, 
ithout any partial Regard. That Author ( who- 
wer he be) meddJeth not with what I have written 
n that Controverſie, fave in ſome few Particulars, 
hich are of (mall Moment as to the main Debate, 
d ſhall be taken under Conſideration in the Pro- 

Kreſs of theſe defigned Notes. They who continue 
» I Communion with this Church, need not to be 
Js nuch concerned with that long Trad, ſeing it pro- 

$:edeth upon a Miſ-ftating of the Queftion. This is 

ade plain and evident, by a juft ſtating of the Mat- 

er of Debate, which I laid down fairly in the pre- 
eeding Miſſive. Nevertheleſs, in Regard I promiſed 

o offer what I think to be the true Senſe of ſome 
criptural Paſſages, which that Author ſtrains, and 
Derverts: As alſo, to ſet in a true Light other 
3rounds upon which the preſent Schiſm is founded 

by the Separatifts, and this Manner to woe oft 
mM „ 5 4-008 


ſome Alperfions caſt on this Church, I ſhall eſſay Mer 
much in this ſecond Miſſive. | | 
And, Firſt, As to the Paſſages of Scripture, thaſſfaye 
Author gives aftrange Gloſs upon, Firft, The Paſlagſor « 
concerning Eli's Sons, 1 Sam. 2. 17, 24. may be reſſiſte 
viewed from Page 157, and onward. I am very litt his 
concerned about what he faith, and would think Id 
but an unpiofitable ſpending of Time, to trace hian 
in a World of Partieulars, quite remote from there 
Purpoſe, ſeing he neither there, nor any where elf, 
_ doth prove the chief Concluſion which he profeſſor ( 
to evince, namely, The Lord's Call unto his Peoplgpnc 
to {et up diftinct Ordinances and Judticatories, or e! 
Church within a Church, pure in the Eſſentials 0 
Religion, whether under the old or new Teftamentj 
Notwithſtan ding, I render you the following Renaarkf 
as to the Difficulty about Eli's Sons. Firſt, I knot 
of no Perſon who pleads for Countenance or Inj 
couragement to ſuch Wretches as they were, an 
Whcſe abominable Villainies were rotour. Th 
Author is at no ſmall Pains, and beftows a vaſt Dea / 
of Words for inſtructing that neither they, nor anWWat 
others like unto them, fhould be encouraged, IIe 
countenanced: All this is bur loft Labour, for 1 have 


no Debate with him or any Body on that Headlgaft 


24h, I would gladly know what our Separatifts pro], 
pole ſor ſupporting their Separation, or what theie 
can infer from that Text; any Concluſion that can b@rr 


dieduced from that Paſſage; fajleth dreadfully widghg 


Their Inference then from that Text ( if they ſpeak 


from the Mark they propoſe. Beyond Doubt thatſhs 
Church of 1/zael! was the true and only Church of: 
God at that Time; and I find rot that the Bulk of, 
the People was charged with any notable Defection 

in that Period; only the Prieſts Hophni and DThinehas 
are deeply and juftly taxed for horrible Scandals 


12 


- 
8 16 


to the Purpoſe) muft be this, viz. We ought tc 


ſeparate from a true Church, and ſet up a diftintÞþ. 
Church within it; if but two ſcandalous Miniftersz 
be not brought under due Cenſure, tho? ſomewhat be 


ʒ̃ In” | CEL 
one apainft them, RP Weir Wickedrefſes be truly 
ſented, as old El; the high Prieft had reproved his 
ons pertinently and gravely, tho' I conteſs he ovght to 
ave done more, I ſhall be yet more liberal, war tho? 
ot only two, but a great Number of fcar.dalous Mi- 
Teſſiſters in a true Church do eſcape copdtgn Cenfure, 
tt Wis affordeth no Ground for relinquiſhing of them, 
* Id ſetting up a diſtinct Church. I: ſuch a Caſe, the 
hiqppandals are not eſpouſed, nor do even Errors and 
thi erelies become the Sentiments of 2 Church that 
el[SWofeſſeth the Truths oppoſite to them, tho? erroneous 
Lei ſcandalous Perſons may have ſo much Counte- : 
opiEnce as to prove too firong for the ſounder Part, as 
e Sons of Zeruiah were too mighty for David. 


As to the Gloſs put = theſe Words by that Au- 


y { 
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Por, and wherein he differs from the Bulk of the 
oft Judicious, Learned, \and Expenenced Interpre- 
Wrs, viz. The Sm of the young Men was great; for 
en, that is, theſe Men, namely the Prießs, Hophnz 
d Phineas, abhorred the Offering of the Lord 1 
Would have you to conſider the following Remarks, 
rſt, Befides that this Senſe is ſo involved and forced, 
Dat I know not well what tolerable Meaning can be 
ed out of it, yet tho' I ſhould go wholly in to it, 
© {ce not how 1t advantageth our Separatifts in the 
tft. Let us then take the Words with that Author's 
loſs, and conſider how they run, viz. The Sin of 
e young Men was great, referring to their Scandals 
@merly mentioned, and a particular Condeſcenſion is 
e, namely, to all their other Crimes they added 


haths, to wir, according to this Interpretation, They 
O Porred the Offering of the Lord. This was their 
 Olfat Sin, and to be guilty of ſueh Contempt was no 
rs Ws 2 Sin in the People; and what have our Separa- 


* s gained by this? Beyond Doubt, it's ſet down as 
als 

eakſey ought not to have profaned that ſolemn Or- 
tanance. Sure there is nothing here about the ſetting 
net a diſtinct Church, and diſtinct Offerings within 
erFat Church. 24), The ſpecial Emphaſis and Strength 

9116 2 


ir Sin, and the native Inference is very plain, 
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of the Words lieth in that remarkable and weight 
Expreſſion, viz. The Offering of the Lord, which de 
notes the Offering as appointed by the Lord, an 
made according to his Inſtitution, as allo accepted b 
him for his own Name's Sake. Thus it highly agprak 
vated the Sin both of the Priefts and People, that th 
aſtitution was almoſt worn quite out of Uſe, h 
Reaſon of the horrible corrupting thereof, throug 
the ſcandalous Villanies of Hophni and Phineas. Thel 
Abominætions were ſo heavily refented by the People 
that almoft all T/rae! was in Danger of omitting total 
the Tabernacle-ſervice. There is nothing here 
give the leaſt Countenance for the ſetting vp a difting 
Service, which certainly would have been an Abomy 
nation with a Witneſs. Both Words and Matter a 
very plain; the dreadful Abuſe is juſtly condemneg 
and this confirmeth the Uſe, and the Obligation ths 
Lord hath laid upon his People to continue in thi 
true Uſe which they were at the Point of abandoning! 
Neither have we any Ground to think that the rig 
'Qbſervation of that inſtituted Service was omitrel 
by all the Lord's People, or that it would have bee! 
in the leaft acceptable to the Lord that they had lai 
aſide the Tabernacle-ſervice. Beyond all Manner 
Doubt, old Eli, Samuel, and others of the Lord} 
People, obſerved that Service punctually, and wer 
therein accepted by the Lord. 3dly, The Senſe, : 
kreduplicating upon the Priefts, to wit, That the! 
Men, viz. the Prieſts abhorred the Offering of th! 
Lord. This Senſe, I fay, appeareth to me to be fa 
from being plain and genuine. It's true, tho? it wer! 
granted, it maketh nothing for the Separatifts, bi 
really confirmeth the received Orthodox Opinion, 2 
was cleared above. Nevertheleſs, upon a juft View 
it ſeemeth to be very much conftrain'd : For the Vio# 
_ lences and other ſcandalous Practices of the Prieft 
had been mentioned by the Spirit of God before, ant 
it theſe be mean'd by the Expreſſion of their abhor 
ring the Offering of the Lord, that was faid alread) 
and 2 repeating the fame Thing in Words not fo pro 
| | | | OBI pen 
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ply perverſe Opinions. 
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per, and a great Deal more obſcure, ſeems altogether 
unworthy of the infinite Wiſdom of the Spirit of 
God. Such a Manner of ſpeaking would be accoun- 
ted a Soleciſm amongſt Men. I am ſorry to have 
& Cauſe for repreſenting un this Occaſion, the dreadful 
Power of Prejudice and Faction, which carrieth Men 


© therein engaged to impoſe upon the Spirit of God the 


greateſt Improprieties of Speech (to ſay no worſe) 
meerly to drag in his Words to a ſpeaking their own 


& Senſe can be made „ine Words according to this Gloſs. 


e If this be the Meaning, They abhorred the Offering of 
in 2he Lord, that is, they neglected the Duty, they would 
offer no Sacrifice to the Lord; afſturedly this is falſe 
in Effect, in Regard they were too forward that Way 


for their own private Gain. But if the Meaning of 
the Expreſſion be, Thar they offered not aright, nor 
in a Suitableneſs to the Inſtitution; the ſame Thing, 


ing and much more than that had been already ſaid. 
ig Moreover, the Senſe, as ſo expreſſed, is mean, for- 


ced,and the Words no Way proper to expreſs it. 555, 


As to the Author's Criticiſm on v. 24. Ye make the 
Lord's People to tranſgreſs, which our Author renders | 
to cry out ; I need not debate with him : His varying 
ra from the beft Tranſlations can ſerve him in no Stead, ' 
ſeiog their crying out againſt the Profanity of the 


Priefts, and abſtracting from the whole appointed 
publick Worſhip, was certainly a ſinful Stretch, in 
$ Caſe they ſtretched their Reſentments ſo far. Gth , 


All runs natively, clearly, and without any Force, 


by the received Expoſition of the Cloud of Orthodox 
Interpreters, viz. The Sin of the young Men was great; 


Jor Men. or the Men, that is, the Lord's People, 


were fo ftumbled by the ſcandalous Abominations of 


io the Priefts Hophni and Phineas, that they declined 
fi moft unwarrantably to the contrary Extream, even to 
abſtract from, and abhor the publick and infhtuied Mor- 


ſhip, becauſe of ſuch horrible Abuſes. This muft 


needs have been their great Sin, or elſe our Separa- 
tiſts muſt fay, that it was utterly unlawiul to wor- 


ip 


thly, I underftand not what good 
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- thip God by inſtituted Saerifles in theſe Days, and 
that it was the People's Duty to deſiſt from all the 
publick Worſhip inſtituted ar that Tim. | 

2aly, The next Paſſage of Scripture which this Au- 
thor perverts, is Mar. 23. 3. He deſcants and com- 
ments upon it at great Length, as may be ſeen from 
Page 165, c. I again repreſent, That the main 


Cauſe is very little, if at all, concern'd in theſe Skir- 


miſhes, The Concluſion he ought to have proved, 
and which the Tule of his Book bears, is remote 

enough from all that he ſays, viz. That the Lord re- 
+ quired his People intirely ro ſeparate from the Jew:/b 
Church, and to ſet up a diſtin one within its Boſom. 
Whether the Scribes and Phariſees ought or ought 
not to have been heard, nothing followeth from 
_ thence to inſtruct the Obligation to ſet up a diſtinct 
Church, and diſtinct Judicatories. Nevertheleſs, it 


will be worth our While to conſider the Paſſage, tho“ 
it would be ſuperfluous Labour to follow our Author 
in his needleſs and vain Excurſions, ſeing they come 


not near the Merits of this Cauſe: I agree with our | 
Author in ſo far, that I ſhall not plead for Counte- | 


| nance to be given to theſe heretical Teachers, Qur 
Lord pronounced many a Woe againft them, and war- 


ned his Diſciples zo beware of the Leaven, that is, of 

 #he Doctrine of the Scribes and Phariſees (a), as the 
Lord Jeſus himſelf expounded his own Exhortation. | 

The Text is indeed difficult, and hath furniſhed Work * 
enough to the moft judicious, learned, and godly : 
Interpreters, Who are 1eally ftraitned how to under- 
Rand it. It were too long a Task to enter upon a pa- 


ticular Diſquifition of the ſeveral Interpretations 


which great Men have given of it. Our Author N 


hath advanced a Gloſs Which is altogether new: 


underſtands them fo, nor doth vis Author mention 
any. You may read his Gloſs, Page 172, where our 
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neither know, nor have heard of an Interpreter who | 


% 


Author ſaith, That in In Wolle the Lord Jeſus gava 


an ironical Command to join in Communion with 
I theſe Scribes and Phariſees. An ironical Command 


| (Caith he) uw, when God, or Man, perceiveth a Man or 
Party of Men, doing, or endeavouring a Thing which 


he hath an Averſion unto; then in a Way of Deriſion or 


Deteſtation of that Thing, he bids them do it, &c. And 


he quotes Amos 4. 4. Come to Bethel, and tranſpreſs at 


$ Gilgal, Sc. And Ja. 29. 1, 2. Wo to Ant), the 
City where David dwelt : Add ye Year to Near, let them 
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conſiderable Number of Arguments which he propo- 


ſeth tor confirming his Gloſs, and wherein I reckon 
my {elf not concerned, in Regard the Deſign of them 
Zall is to prove the Unlawtrulnets. of hearing theſe he- 
Zretical Teachers (if they were ordinary Teachers) 


wherein I differ not from him. 


y Touching the Expolition it ſelf, I offer the follow 
ing Remarks, Fir#, It is deadly ſick of the ſame 


Diſeaſe for which he had rejected one, which takes the 
Words indicatively, It is equally, and yet more ſin- 
gular than that Gloſs: For the Author he challengeth 


1 


wanted not Authority, but wrote after a very fair 
Copy in his Senſe, whereas this Author mentions. 


None. Singularity, and that of a leſs Degree, muft 
needs be a Grime in the Author whom he taxeth, and 


Fer he will have it to pals for a Venue in himſelf. 


dy, He treats not the Author who took the Words 


Indicatively, with that Candor and Honeſty which 
which would have become a fair Antagoniſt. For, 
14, He intirely concealeth the Modefty of that Au- 
hor, who mentions his Interpretation with much 
ubmiſtion, and would not have adventured to advance 
® Singularity, had he not reckon'd it his Honour to 
ollow an eminent Divine therein, tho' the Church 
ath the Loſs, that none of that Divine's Works ate 
n Print, 24ly, He repreſents not the nne | 


kill Sacrifices, &. And 1 Kings 22. 15. Go and pro- 
F per, and be a hing Spirit, &Cc- As alſo, Marth. 26. 

45. Sleep on now, and take ye Reſt, 8c. - See more in 
the Sequel of the Author's Obſerves, and likewiſe 2 
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what that Author advanced id his Gloſs ; whether 


he did that of Deſign, I ſhall not determine. He 
might at leaft have cited the Book and Page, ſeing it 


is in Print, and then his Reader would have ſeen} 


woith his own Eyes, if he pleaſed.” I ſhall ſupply that 

Defect. View a Caſuiftical Eſay upon the Lord's 
Trayer, printed at Edinburgh, Anno 1705, and Page 
76, where the Author propoſeth the rendering the 


Words indicatively, as implying a Reproof which 
Tranſlators and Interpreters had generally taken im- 


pexratively, as containing a Command. The Termt- 


nation is the fame in both Moods, and the Circum- 
ſtances of the Place muft determine the Senſe which 
that Author humbly thinks the Connection of Words} 
and Purpoſes requireth to be underſtood indicatively 
and as a Reproof, thus; namely, The Scribes and 
_ Phariſees (it in Moſes Seat: Here is the Snare andy 
Temptation to which their Authority giveth a fair 
Colour; and hence it is that ye are ſimply and ſin- 


fully impoſed upon, fo that whatſoever they bid you 
obſerve, that (ſo great is your Stupidity) ye obſerve 
and do, right or wrong: But ye do not according ta 
their Works, for they {ay and do not. They impoſe 
heavy Burdens upon you, whoſe Simplicity rendereth 


you an eaſy Prey unto them; yet they themſelves are 
not ſuch Fools, but do love their Eaſe a great Deally 


better than to put their own Necks under the prie- 


vous Yokes which they wreathe for others. Thus ii 
follows, Verte 4. For they bind heavy Burdens, and 
grievous to be born, and lay them upon Mens Shoulders, 
but they themſelves will not touch them with one of their 
Fingers, &e. Thus (faith the Author) do all their, 
Purpoſes cohere pleaſantly, and the Detection of Luck 


 Hypocrites was a fit Introduction to the many Woe 


pronounced againſt them throughout the Chapter. 


It ſeemed not to that Author very congruous to un 
derftand the Words, as containing a peremptory Con! 


mand by the Lord Jeſus to attend the Miniſtry off 


theſe worſt of Men, and to prefix ſuch a Command 


to the many Woes which he pronounced again 


them 


t us now examine what our Author odjects againff 


cauſe they did not as the Phariſees did, and that (ſaith 
2) is inconſiſtent with the Moes pronounced againſt them, 
5 Bc. Anſw. I don't well take up the Author's Mean- 


wi So, which I think he expteſſeih darkly. Sure there 
cn no Siadow of Ground to conclude from this Ex- 
= d{ition, that the Lord Jeſus allowed his Diſciples to 


"Willow the Example of the Scribes and Phariſees, 


mM" Yhich was very wicked, tho” he upbraided their Sim 


Wicity in taking upon them thele heavy Burdens, 


. Whers, they did not ſo much as touch them with the 
ir na ft of their Fingers: 1 The Expofition, E before. 


Wentioned, is plain in it ſelf, and taketh off the 
:ticular therein mentioned; and the following Series 

ta Examples. zdly, He objects the Singularity, c. 

Dries for expounding all Indicatives imperatively, when 


Jeal dey make for their Purpoſes. I eaſily reply, That the 
Pope, Connection, the native Import or Words, and 


5 er Circumſtances of the Text, muft determine the 


mdYenſe in theſe reſpettive Caſes 3 neither do I fee how 
ere Meaning can appear otherwiſe, ſeing the Termi- 


heir ation in both Moods is the ſame. | ſhall not farder 
Sift. upon this; I only add, That this Author hath 
den underſtood that Part of the Caſuiftica] Eflay which 


oil: pretends to refute ; for he inſinuates that Author's 
er. nderftanding only the firft Clauſe of the Verſe indi- 
Ul Baiively, whereas the Words in the Eſſay are plain, 


, od take both Clauſes of the Verſe in the ſame indi- 


and 


em 


RE of | Oo Te 
1er em. This is a juft Account of the Senſe that Aus 
or gave, or rather borrowed from a great Divine- 


Feng Objection firft. Our Saviour upbraided the Difciples, 


ich the Phariſees themſelves were very loth to 
ely eddle with; and tho' they impoſed them upon 


l-$:tion, by confining the implied Reproof to the. 
Woes giveth Caution againft the following ſuch. 


ole hich I have anſwered already. As to the Abſurduy 
ferred, to wir, That this gives a Handle unto Adver- 


ive Senſe, Nevertheleſs, after all, that Author 
ill not inſiſt upon his Gloſs, nor be poſitive in de- 
innending it, both in Regard of his Averſion from being 

V2 DIS 
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fingular, but more focal cauſe he would mud 
incline to another Senſe, which ſeems to be more faf 
and eaſy, TI hall account for that Meaning, but 
muſt firft review the Author's ironical Glols befor 
mentioned, concerning which I fhall offer a few plat 
Remarks. VRT 

Fir, It agrees very ill with the Context; for th 
Irony, in all the Examples he inſtancetn, carrieth thi 
plainly, That the Terms in the ſeveral Texts mu 
needs be underft,od in a Meaning contrary to th 
Words as they ly. Tnis the Nature of that Figuy 


bears. Thus, Go to Bethel, &c. that is, by ary 


Means go not, c. Sleep on now, &c. that is, {lev 


not at all in ſuch a clamant Exigence. Let us no 


the groſs Abſurdity will appear, tho? it have ſon | 


Sort of 
Let us try the Experiment. All therefore whatſoeul 
they bid you obſerve, that ol ſerve and do : Here is 


apply £1 to the whole Sentence in the Context, a 


Ironical Command, ſaith our Author, and the re; 


Meaning muft be, Obſerve not, do not theſe Thing: 
Well, be it fo; let us go on a little to the Clau 
immediately following, ſpoken with the ſame Breat 
and which, with the preceeding, maketh up an intil 
Sentence; fure it muft then be underftood in the ſan 
Manner. Let us therefore apply the Author's Gl 


to it. But do not ye after their Works, The fit 
was an ironical Command, as our Author underftand 
It; the fecond muft then be an ironioa! Prohibiticr 


and hence muſt be underftood contranily, viz. Do n 


after their Works, that is, (according to the ironict 
' Senſe ) do after their Works, follow their Exampl. 


who fay and do not, It were a very ſtrange abuſiu 
and unintelligibly harſh, and improper Way of ſpeak 
ing, to take Words contrary Ways in one and th 
| fame Sentence, ironically in the one Half, and proper. 
in the other. It is manifeſt then, that our Author 
_ Glols cuts its own Throat, and falls to the (Zroun 

by the Rule he mentions in the Paragraph immediate 


following, (ting the latter Clauſe, which neceſfar] 


mu 


olour when applied only to the firft Claul# 
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t be underſtood in " amd Sanſe with the former, 
ould injoin ſomewhat openly wicked, and contrary 
VVV ED pr 
2dly, Itonies, whether in Scripture, or other Au- 
ors, are uſed only in Matters which are very plain, 
early determined otherwiſe, and not expoſed to 
ay doubrtul Diſputations, ſo underſtood, they carry 
ohibitious in their Boſom, without any Colour for 


re ſt Exception. Thus it was with the Inflances ad- 
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in the preſent Subject; grave and godly Authors 


Bücker on the Head, and have their diverſe Sentiments 


ag what Reſpects, theſe Scribes and Phariſees might, 


s not fit Matter for an Irony, otherwile it will be 


Moſes Seat, all therefore wbaſſoever they bid you ob- 
Fre, hat obſerve and do, that is ( latth our Author) 

ſerve it not, do it not, becauſe the Command ic 
on1cal ; this Inference from ſuch a Premiſſe ſeems to 


nu very ftrange, incongruous, and contrary unto that 
{a ſition from whence it is deduced, as will appear 
1 a particular Application, to wit, The Scribes and 


Fofels and are looked upon to be clothed with the 
| Diſcord in the Phraſe. 


terpreters, who underftand the Words in a plain 
d imperative Senſe. I doubt not but that the 
cribes and Phariſees were Teachers, and as ſuch, I 


ccd by our Author, as is manifeft at firft View z 
d | need not repeat them; but the Matter is not 


might nor have been heard. A Thing ſo dubious | 


ry hard, yea and impoſſible to know wheiner a 
{vn ſpeaks ironically or properly in any Matter. 
Zah, As this ironical Gloſs conſifts not with what 
los in the ſame Sentence, ſo it is as unſui-able to 
Phat goeth before, viz. the Scribes and Phariſees ſie 


ariſees fit in Moles Sear; they are clothed, or 


ion uthority of Moſes ; therefore you muft not do what : 
ey require. This makes a very palpable and ſad 


I have done with our Author as to this Text; I - 
Fall only ſubjoin, that I much incline to go in with 


tmly believe, they were not to be heard, becauſe 
ey were Hereticks ; and for other weighty Reaſons 
)) 8 


by our Lord Jeſus, 10 fit in M ſes Seat; for whatevd 


3 . . 
before mentioned. The Command is very expreſ 
Prov. 19. 27. Ceaſe, my Son, to hear the Inſtruftion thi 
cauſeth to err from the Words of Knowledge. Notwith 
ſtanding theſe Scribes and Phariſees were alſo Rulenf 
and Members of the great Jewiſh Council; and i 
this Senſe were confidered in a legiſlalive Capacii) 
This is that Capacity wherein I thunk they are ſa 


other Dignities Moſes was inveſted with, he 1s main 

ly conſidered and held forth in Scripture as a Law 
giver, John 1, 17. The Law was given by Moſes ; 411 
on this Account it is, I would judge, and do tende 
it with all due Reſpect to great Divines, other wil 
minded, That the fitting in Moſes Sear, appeareth y 
imply Authority and Power, at leaſt executive 


of theſe Laws which the Lord gave by Moſes. Thi 


Expofition, tho? not ordinary, yet ſeems native, pla 
and eaſie, and taketh off all Grounds of Exception 

| Know ; ſeing we have no Cauſe to doubt, but th 
Obedience was at that Tune due to the Jewiſh Sat 
bedrim, in fo far as they injoined nothing, but thi 
which the Lord had before commanded by Moſes, the 
till II confeſs, and do with my whole Heart go! 
with the Obligation, which I think the Lord FJeſ 
laid upon his People at that Time, to beware of tt 
pPoiſonous Leaven of Phanſaical Doctrine, which, te 


3 with the bad. Examples they gave, were to 
ad jn a high and juſt Deteftation. | Se z 
I shall, 3%, conſider our Author's Shifts for elud 
ing ſome very clear Paſſages of Scripture, which 
plainly ſhew, that our Lord jeſus allowed, yea ar 
ne: ured an owning of the Prieſthood in the Concer 


of tiieir Office, nen he converſed amongſt Mel * 


in the Fleſh. The Places are, IIat. 8. 4, where after th; 
our Lord jeſus had cleanſed a Leper, upon his hum) 
and earneft Application to him. he ſaid to the Leper,s 
thou tet, no Man, but go thy way, ſhew thy ſelf to ! 

. * . . 1 4 * . ö E * M 

 Priefs, and offer the Gift that Mot's commanded for 
Tefrimony unto them. Compare herewith Levit. 14. 

2, 3, 4, Cc. where we have the Offering ſpecifi⸗ 


1 
14 
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0. and onward, particularly Verſe 44. where the 
Words are very plain and expreſs, Go thy Way, ſhew 
thy ſelf to the Prieft, and offer for thy cleanſing theſe 


View alſo anotner parallel Place, Luke 5. trom 12. 


and Verſe 14. where in like Manner the Command is 
moſt clear, Tell no Mn, hut go ſhew thy ſelf to the Prieſt, 


Verſe 14. Go ſhew your ſelves tu the Priefts, From 


8 which Places theſe two Poſitions are plain and pal- 


pable, as maniſeſtly contained in the forecited Paſ- 
m_—_ I, „ 


the Excommunication of theſe who confeſſed him, 
John 9. 22. Good and upright is our Lord ſel ad 
he would not lead the poor Lepers into a 


t if Thing. Ir's true, we find it not particularly men- 


„ td tioned, that they did ſhew themſelves to the Prieſt; 55 


o neither have we in Scripture particular Accounts of 
every Thing done, which yet was commanded to be 


nich mand ſtateth ſufficiently the Lawfulneſs of the Thing 
ar He requireth. But the Scriptures thew that theſe cleanſed 


cer Lepers ſpread abroad the Fame of the Miracles which 
Me were wrought upon them; and as the Account there- 


th of was undoubtedly moſt uneatie to their Enemies, ſo 


, agccuſing them; had any of the Lord's Inflitutions 
about Leprofie been omitted on that Occaſion, theſe 
or Appointments being in force and obligatory. BE 


4.1] 241, Tnis Obſervance, viz, their ſhewing them. 


ie elves to the Priefts, according to the then landing 


* 


The ſame or the like 2 5 have = 1. from 
Things which Moſes commanded for a Teſtimony unto them. 


and offer for thy cleanſmg, according as Moles command- 
ed for a Telttmony unto them. The like Injunction | 
we find given to ten Lepers, Luke 17. from It. and 


Firſt, That it was lawful to own the Priefthood at 
that Time, tho undoubtedly many of them were very 
corrupt, and none, or few of them, (for what [ 
know) acknowledged Jeſus of Nazareth to be the 
Meſtar. Aſluredly, their great Council had enacted 


readful 
Jeſſ Snare, by commanding them to do any unlawful 
eiu done, nor is that neceſſary, ſeing the Lord's Com- 


they would have eagerly embraced the Occafion for 


Law 
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Law the Lord required for a Teſtimony unto them: 
And diverſe Things of great Weight were teſtified Þ. 
thereby, as, amongft otvers, Firſt, The Truth of the 


Miracle. 2h, Tyar ine Lord ſeſ's, who wrought 


* 


it, is indeed the Mcſhas. And 3dly, Our Lord was 
pleaſed thereby to put Honour upon his own Ap- 


pointments. Our Autnor is at needleſs Pains to ftrain 


the Words contrary to the received Tra'1}ations, by 
rendring the Greek Word we tranilate unto by againſt, 
and reading, for a Teftimony againſt them, where- 
as ours and other Trarflations have it, a Teſtimony 
 wnio them, For, to (ay nothing of the Force he there- 
by offers to the original Terms, he gains nothing by 
his Gloſs, for the, Meaning is the ſame, whether we 
render the Particle zo or azarnſt ; for when our Lord 


Jeſus bore Teſtimony to his own Perſon, and me- 


diatory Offices, as allo was pleaſed to honour his own C 


Inſtitutions; he in ſo doing. and in the ſame Man- 


* 


and People, who did not acknowledge him. 


ner did teſtiſie agzinſt the Obſtinacy of the Prieſts | 


Let us now take 2 View of our Author's Gloſs, 
view Lage 189, near the Foot, it's too Jong for me 
to traflſctibe, take it in Sum, Our Lord knew theſe Prieſts 
would not acknowledge him to be the Meſſias, c. e: 
o render them inexcuſable, he commanded ſome of theſe 
Lepers to go to the Priefis, to confeſs him to be the 


Chrift, &c. and to require theſe Prieſts to acknowledge 


the ſame; and upon Condition theſe Prieſts would renounce 


their Hereſie, and confe/s him, &c. and approve his 


Doctrine and Miracles. &c. and particularly the Miracle | 
of cleanſing wrought upon them; then the Lepers cleanſed | 
were to offer Sacrifice, & c but our Lord knew the Pries 
would not do this, &e. the End of the Comm ind then, was 
not for joining in Communion with Phariſaick Briefts, but 
o give a publick Teſtimony againſt then for their Con- 
demnation. The Reader may 1eview the Author, Page 
189, and 190, it he ſulpect i wrong him. As tothe 
_ Glofs it ſelf, I offer the ſublequent Remarks, Firſt, 
This Author expounds not the Text, but addeth his 
_ own Inventions to it. I muft remind him of thels 
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* awful Cautions the Spirit of dba giveth td this Pur - 


pole; Add thou not unto his Words, left he reprove 
thee, and thou be found a Liar, Prov. 30. 6. and Rev. 
22. 18. If any Man ſhall add unto theſe Things, God ſhall 
add unto him the Hag ues that are written in this Book. 
The Scriptures may terve any Turn, and will ſpeak 
whatever.the Corruptions of Men ſhall diate, if they 


be allowed to piece them up with their own Opinions: _ 
24h, The Addition he makes to the Text, is quite 


contrary to it, and maniteftly deftroys it. The Lord 


had ſaid to the Lepers, Shew your ſelves to the Prieſts, 
and offer the Gift that Moles commanded, &c. But his 
Interpretation carrieth it; neither ſhew your ſelves 
to them, nor cifer, unleſs upon ſuch Conditions, 
# which cannot take Place, and of which our Lord 
2 ſpoke nothing. 3dly, By this Interpretation, Jeſus 
ipoke to theſe Lepers, in a Way altogether unintel- *. 
ligible. The Lepers could not gather our Author's 
long Jargon from the plain Command that was given 
them. Nothing of it appears from the Words; nor 


did ever any Mortal thruft that Senſe upon them, for 


what I know, till our Author aroſe, and deviſed it 


from the pexſpicacious Altitudes of his Wiſdom, 


) 459, I ſee no Ground from the Scriptures to think 


that our cleanſed Lepers knew, or believed fo much 


concerning Jeſus of Nazareth, the promiſed Meſtas, 
as our Author puts into their Mouths, and would 
have them requiring the Priefts to confeſs, c. The 


Places bear no more, ſave that the Lord cleanſed them, 
and that they did ſpread his Fame, & c. It will not 
follow from thence, That they had the diſtinct Know- 


ledge of him as the Meſtas, which our Author's 


Words bear. Chrift's own Diſciples and Kindred 
were but dark and confuſed as to their Knowledge of 


his Perſon and mediatory Offices, while he was upon 
| the Earth, Mark 9. 32. Luke 2. 50. and 9. 45. 7% 
8,27, and 10. 6. And it is not preſumable the Lepers 
knew more than they; eſpecially, ſeing diverſe gra- 

cious Perſons, at that Time, and alſo after our Lord's 
I ReſurreRion, underftgod but little concerning his Per- 


ron 
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ſon and Offices, ail 220 lentifal Effuſion of the 
Spirit. Our Author then carrieth his Charge of 
Here ſie too high, and comprizeth many of the godly 
of that Time within the Number, by ftigmauzing 
them all for Heteticks, who were not yet come to 
know and acknowledge Jclus of Nazareth to be the 
 Meſjas, tho? they believed in a Meſſias ro come. 5thly, 
I cannot join vnn our Author in defignipg the Priefts 
of that Time PH arilaick, without auy Diſtinction; I 


acknowledge, ine Sect of the Pnariſces was very 
powerful in theſe Days, and that the high Priefts, 


with the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, were for the far greater 
Part exceedingly corrupted ; yet all the Rulers were 
not alike. Nicodemus, and Joſeph of 4rimathea, amongſt 
the higner Powers, were of a better Note, and had 
Hearts warm towards the Lord Jeſus, which they 
mewed by appearing for him in his Lite, and after his 


Death, John 7. 50. Mark 15, 43; And our Lord ac- 


| cepted ther Teſtimony, and left it on perpeu al Re- 
cord in his Word; notwithftanding the ſinful Weak- 


neſs which attended it. Neither do I deny but that 
the Prieſts, as well as other Sorts of Perſons, had 


deeply revolted trom the Lord in that Time of gene- 
tal Detection, but we may charitably preſume, the 
Lord had a Remnant amongft them, Luke 1. 5. and 6. 
as well as amonyft other Ranks of Perſons; and to 
call them P6ari{a1ck, without Diſtinction, is more than 
our Author, or any Body elſe, doth know, or can 
_ anſwer for. As to his long Rhapſody from Page 184, 


_ andonwa'd, I paſs it as 10 no Purpoſe ; I weary to 


trace him longer in ſo many extraneous Things, 


and ſha]l therefore pretermit a vaſt Deal that be rits 


concerning the Lord J:{us, and the Paſſovers cele- 
brated while he was in the Fleth ; as allo what he 
Faith concerning the Apofties, and the primitive 
Churches in Apoſtolick Times; I treated theſe Mat- 
ters partly on other Occaſions, and partly alſo in my 

former Miſſive io you; only in general, I render a 
| Remark or two incontefted amongft ſound Divines, 


manifeft in Effect, and which may Luffice to end the 


Matter, 


MF Wo pi. av wo tn W c..oac cw. 
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Matter. Firſt, Our Lord fda I mentionedbefore, 


and his Apoftles, with other Believers, were beyond 
Exception with their moft watchful and inraged Ene- 


mies for obſerving every Point of the Jewiſh Worſhip, 
while that Oeconomy ftood, and hence they erected 
no ſeparated Societies. 24%, The Lord's People in 


thoſe primitive Times were fo far from neglecting 
theſe Inftituions, that they declin'd to the contraty 


Extream, by adhering too reſolutely unto them, even 
after that they were aboliſhed, ſo far were they from 
|| rearing up diſtinct and ſeparated Churches, 4d, 10. 
| 14 and zt. 20, c. So much for Scriptures. Our 


Author imploys a great Deal of his Book in Anſwer 


to a Print, intituled, The Oath of Abjuration no Cauſe 
of Separation, Somewhat which he mentions there, 
that concerned a Caſuiſtical 2055 on the Lord's Prayer, 


J have already conſidered. For the 1eft, I leave it 


to that Author tc ſpeak for himſelf. I add no more 
at preſent, but ſhall in the next give my Thoughts 
concerning our Author's chief Reaſons for the preſent 


Schiſm, I remain, 


R. S, 
Carnotk,” Mare EE: Tours as formerly, 
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A god a des Brite, 


AVING conſidered what was material 
in the Scriptures which our Author addu« 
ces, I praceed next to his Reafons for the 
= Separation he requires, both poſitive and 
negative, from this Church as now ftated., Theſe we 
have fzom the ſecond Chapter of his Book and on- 


| ward. I ſhewed already that he flates not the Que- 


tion truly; and in Regard I ſtated it in my firft Miſ- 
five, I need not trace him there, The Grounds upon 
- which he founds the Separation he pleads for, namely, 
a withdrawing from the Ordinances diſpenſed amongſt 
us, and a ſetting up Judicatories diftin& from this 
Church, and in Oppofition to it; theſe Grounds, I 
lay, are propoſed by him with ſo much of Fury, and 
in ſo many uſeleſs Words, with ſuch a Croud of Re- 


| petitions from the forecited Chapter and forward, !! 


_ that I. cannot enter upon a Chaſe ſo weariſom and 
unpeceſſary. They are in Sum theſe following, 
 Firft, This preſent National Church, ſaith he, Bath 
gene in to the legal Eſtabliſhment of the incorporating 
a ee: wth the Prelatick Conflitution of the Kingdom of 
Fo | ( 1 | | 


-» A4ly,, The naſt Part of N miſters of this preſent | 


National Church have, by tang the Abjuration Oath, 


[mars | 


| ſworn to maintain Engiith 32 les Supremacy, . Prelacy; 
and Engliſh Popiſh Ceremomes. | . 
I 3dly, Both Furants and Nonjurants of the ſaid National 
I Church have concurred in making an Act of then pretended 
= ( General Aſſembly, whereby they free Furants from Perjury 


and publick Scandal in their ſwearing the Oath of Shae 5 
on © Tx the ſame At of Aſſembly aboveſaid, they have 

ed Tyranny in Government by a Law, in command- 
ing aud requiring Miniſters and Chriſtian Profeſſors,contrary 
to the clear Light of their Conſciences, to join with Jurant 


| eftabb 


0 Miniſters in their Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, with- 


out any Exception, or judging the ſmearing of the Oath of 


Ajuration to be any publick Scandal. 


Al theſe (faith he) are ſuch groſs Deſections from 
the Covenanted Reformation of the Church of Scott? 
land, ſworn to, and eftabliſhed in her pureſt Times, from 
the Year 1638 to 1649 incluſive, that both Minifters and 


fa) | Chriftian Profeſſors, adhering to, the ſaid Reformati- 


ju. on, have ſufficieut Ground, not only to proteſt againſt, 


the] and withdraw from Communion with the preſent 


ind National Church aboveſaid, but alſo to (er 1 ſepa- 
the ſaid 

>ns | ancient Covenanted Reformation. And by returning 

ae- | tothe ancient Reformation, he declares, That he un- 


we] rate Judicatories, unril the Church return to 


derftands returniog, not only from theſe Three, but 
allo all other Defectjons (mentioned in the firft Part 


tion. See Page 11, c. In managing tnis Charge, 
the Author is exceedingly profuſe, and digreſſeth in- 


to long Excurſions, wherein there ate indeed many 


tions and Miftakes, which would require ſuitable 
Animadverfions: But I don't pretend ro trace him 
in theſe By-paths. All I take my ſelf to be con- 
1th | cern'd about in this Debate, amounts to theſe Two 
ing | Heads, „5 . 
. Fu. To ſet in a te Light the Particulars of the 

Charge, which be nuſrepreſents, 3 
) ole. i wag! 2dly, Te 


of Humble pleadings for the good old Way, ard other 
Lefections notour in a to the forelaid Reforma- 


good Things, yet mixed with ſeveral Miſrepreſenta- . 
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* 24ly, To inſtruct that this Cee he deduceth 
from them, do not follow upon a juft Repreſentation. 
And in the whole, I hall be loth to conceal, to my 


Knowledge, any Thing written by our Author which 
hath the leaft Shadow of Strength, and is cloſe to 


the Purpoſe in Hand. Only, in the Entry, I cannor 


omit to touch that which I mentioned at greater 
Length before, vis. That the Terms of Accommodation 


and Union propoſed by our Author and others of his 


Set, are a material and effective Declaration of per- 


petual War, in Regard they ultimately reſult in this, 
to wit, They will nave no Union with us, unleſs 


we become of the ſame Sentiments and Mould with 

- enſaves...- 2m „ 
But now to return to the Charge. The firft Arti- 
cle of our Lihel is, That we have gone in to the 


legal Eftabliſhment of the incorporating Union with 


the Prelatick Conftitution of the Kingdom of Eng- 
land, &c, In managing this, our Author is at 2 great 


Deal of Pains to prove the Unlawfulneſs of the Uni- 
on, and compares it, at great Length, with the unlaw. 


ful Engagement Anno 1648; and, for this Effect, he 
quotes diverſe Acts of Aſſemdly, newing the Contra- 


xety of that Engagement to the ſeveral Articles of 


our Covenants. I paſs all this, as not to the Purpoſe: 
| They, whole Defence I aim at, do neither approve 
the incorporating Union, nor yet that unlawful En- 

agement : Oaly, I know not well what he means by 


this Church's ſeparating from them who owned that 
Engagement. There was no Occaſion for Separation 
either negative or poſitive in that Period, in Regard 


no Party of Miniſtets {I never heard of more than 


one) nor any one Judicatory of this Church owned 
that Engagement, and our Aſſemblies condemn'd it, 
as our Author inſtructs. Hence there was no Oppor- 
tunity for withdrawing from Ordinances diſpenſed by 


|  Engagers, nor for ſetting up ſudicatories diftin& from 
_ theirs, far we had not an engaging Miniftry, nor Ju- 


dicatories. To what Purpoſe tien is all this Stir about 


ſeparating from the Engagers! This Church, I con- 
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feſs, enacted the cent? eſe Engagers, and did 
accordii.g'y cenſure ma y of them, and I acknow- 


*Jedge, it is Matter ot juft Regret that a Buſineſs of 


ſuch Weight was, for tne moft Part, ſo ill managed: 
But tnis was cniefly owing to a Party, which then 
prevailed in this Church, and did, ic that Manner, 
open a Way for invefting Malignants with Places of 
P-;wer and Truft, under wivle Hands we ſmarted 
ſufficiently afterward, But what all ents ſignifietn to 
the preſent Purpoſe, 1s beyond what I can divine, 
Touching the cenie Pini here, viz. That this-Church 
hath gone in to ine 1:-corporaiing Union, I would 
remind our Author, Tia: tie Commiſſion of the Ge- 
nera] Aſſembly which tien fat, received Addrefles 
from ſeveral Preſbyteries of this Church, all aganft + 
the incorporating Union; That diverſe Preſpyteries, 
Burgtis and Panthes, addrefl:d the Parliament then 
ſitting, and declared their Mind very freely againft 
the incorporating Union; That the moft of Heads of 
Families throughout the ſeveral Pariſhes in much of 
the Kingdom, addreſſed the Eftates of Parliament 


againſt that Union. And as for tne Commiſſion it 


ſelf, which repreſented ou Church at that Time, the 
Records of Parliament, their own Regifter, and the 
Hiftory of the Union, do all bear Witneſs, That, in 
their Addreſſes to the Parliament, which are in Print, 
they repreſented, That they lookt upon the Incorpora-* 
ting Union, and the ſubjecting this Nation to a Britifþ 
Parliament, whereof Prelates are conſtituent Members, 
to be contrary to our received Principles and Covenants. 
This they did in Face af ftrong and keen Qppoſition ; 
for a great Number f Rul:ng Elders, Nublemen and 
Gentlemen, Members of the Commiſſion, proteſted 
againſt the Commili-n for fo doi:'g. All this is 


Matter of Fact, and which, I cannor think, was un- 
known to our Auhor, and he might have done us 
the Juftice to have mention'd ir. Theſe were Deeds 
of them who repreſented dur Church at that Time, 
before the Union was concluded, and their Proceedings 
were approven by the next enſuing Aſſembly. I 


6 


1 2onfeſs the Aa 25 BY Aſſembly was gene- 


ral, and in Bulk, which I heartily wiſh had been more 


particular, and cloſely relative to their Proceedings 


about the Union; But it is known what Wetgins | 
that Court laboured under. Theſe Things, taken o- 
getner, amount to {me Teſtimony of this Church 
3galuft the Union, and our gracious Lord is pleaſed, 


for his own Name's Sake, to accept ſincere Teftimo- 
nies, notwithſtanding of many ſinful Failuies that 


attend them. As to tne Sen iments of particular 
Perſons, whether Minifters or others, and their Be- 
havi ur with Reſpect to ine Union, which are al- 


ledged in ſome to have been very favourable; | leave 


thele Matters to themiſelves to account for. I know, 


that after Reflections have been very bitter to ſome of 
them. In the mean Wrile, this remains, That the 

_ Church gave an honeft Teftimony againft the Union, 
and ſuch as challengeth the more tender Regard, for 
that the contrary Tides at that Time were exceed- 
_ Ingly ſtrong And, what tho' there had been a general 
Faintithneſs and Failure of Spirit as to tnat Matter, 
in the Hour of Temptation; muft therefore the 
whole Church be caft off, and another reared up 
in Oppoſition to it! EO l 


Let us next confider our Author's Proofs, from 


Page 29 and onward. He thinks the Crime ſv mani- e 
*{eft, rhatit needs no Proof, except for Form's Sake, 
and becauſe many Miniſters now (ſaith he) deny 
 man'feft Truths, Page 28. near the Foot. After ſuch 

2 Declaration, one would expect that his Demonftra- 
lors muſt be exceedingly evident. Let us view 


TTT... 08 
His fitſt Proof is, This Church (ſaith he) accepted 


the 47 of Security for Preſbyterial Government, and did 


plead upon it againſt Incroachments made thereupon by 


| Patronages. And moreover, the Commiſſion of the Gene- 


ral AMemby 1712, March 7th, in their Addreſs concer- 
ning Patronages, do mention our Conſtitution as well 


ſecured by the Treaty of Union. This is the Strength 


of his Reaſon; {ee it at greater Length in the fory: 


rr 


: cited Place, for I My - liane to tranſcribe all. 


Anſw. Firſt, I know not what he means by accepting 


| the Act of Security. It was indeed offered as an Expe= 
dient for peiſwading this Church io go in to the 


Incorporating Union: But they went not in to that 


Union, and in that Senſe it was not accepted. If by 


accepting, he underftands their being paſlive in that 
Matter; it is true, the Church accepted it in that 
Reſpect, that is, they took what they could have, 
ſeing they could get no more. I eonfeſs, ihe like Secu- 
rity was given by their Parliament for Prelacy in Eng- 

land; but as to that, the Church gave fome honeft Te. 

Kimony againſt that great Evil, by repreſenting to the 

Eſtates of our Parliament the Contrariety of the Union 
to our received Principles. In this our Church was in 
their Duty, tho' I heartily wiſh they had done more, and 
had taken ſuch a notable Occafion for owning our Co- 


| venants, both Natienal and Solemn League, which 


were violated by the incorporating Union. But our 


| Author's Conſequences are dreadfully wide here, The 


Church thought fit to take whai Benefit they could 
have by the Union, and therefore they went in to, and 


approved that Union, ſaith our Author. A notable Proof = 


indeed! A conquer'd People takes what Benefit they 
can have from the Conqueror, and therefore they go 


in to, and approve his Conqueſt. What Man in his 


right Wits would own fuch a Conſequence ! Our Se- 
paratiſts are not ſo ſimple and ftupid, but that, with- 
out Scruple, they take all the Protection, and other. 
Emoluments they can have by the incorporating Uni - 
on, and many of them pay Ceſs for ſupporting ihe 
Government : Yet they would juftly think themſelves 
Injured, ' ſhould we from thence conclude that they 
approved it. 2d, Touching the Commiſſion's eourily 


| Expreſſion concerning our Conſtitution, as well ſecu- 


red by the Union; the Addreſs it ſelf explains their 
Meaning, viz. It is thereby ſecured againft Patronages, 
and no more can be fairly alledged as therein implied, 
ſave that they did plead the legal Eftabliſhment againſt 


5 lacroachments made upon the lame, Tnexeſore, 2 
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| Mojefly 
tze Union, and the Church 
and thanked His Majeſty for it, as appears. bythe Aﬀem- 


1 : - ig Fe 


x, 
2 


he, they have gone in b ſuch a Conſe- 
 querice is very lame, | think not that our Separatifts 


are fo ſhy, but that they would plead the Benefit of 


Law, tho” enacted by a Britiſb Pa ſiament, in Caſetheir 
Eſtates and Lives were in manuteft Danger, and yet 
I would be loth from thence to infer, that they ap- 
proved the Union, or even the whole Conftitution of 
that Parliament, whoſe Acts they might plead againſt 
: 1 made upon ſuch dear and valuable In- 
EE RE TR e 
His ſecond Proof is this in Sum, The Commiſſioners, 


Jurante, and Non-jurants, ſent by the Aſſembly io King 
George, repreſented no Grievances, and accepted ' His 
2 Oath for maintaining this Church according to 
Phewiſe accepted that Oath, 


blies Letter to the King 1715. Anſwer, Firſt, This Ar. 
gument labours under the ſame in Conſequence with 
the former; and 1 1 * the ſame Anſwer. 2dly, 


As to Grievances, I heartily wiſh they had been 
faithfully repreſented, either then, or afterward 3 but 


. our Church thought it not ſeemly to repreſent Grie- 
 vances to His Majeſty at the very firſt, when they 
congratulated His Accrſſion:tb the Throne. | 
His third Proof, Page 30. and 31. is in Suhſtance, 
viz. This Church owneth the Ning and Prelatical 
Council of England, to be lawful Magiitrates ; aud there- 
Fore they have gone in to the Union, becauſe theſe Magi« 


rates were eſtabliſhed by the incorporating Union... For 


inſtructing the Charge, he adduceth an Act of the 


General Aſſembly 17 io, requiring all Minifters and 
Members of this Church, to obſerve Faſts and 


 Thank(givings appointed by the civil Magiftrate ; 


This he calleth a giving up the Church's Power, and 


faith, that we thereby acknowledge Prelacy, in Regard 
Come Prelates are Members of the Privy Council ; and 
_ tho! the Commiſſion Anno 1714, publiſhed an Act, 


requiring the Celebration of a national Thankſgiving 
for His Maj-fty's peaceable Acceſſion to the Throne, 
yet they named not the Day; and the King in His 


Proclamation f 
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110 them, about that 


Proclamation calls that Act dal an Application to 


him, to make an Act for a Thankſgiving. This is 


the Subftance of what he alledgeth, waving invidious 
and ſpightful Expreſſions. Anſwer, 1ſt, The Conſe- 
quence is very weak; we own the King and other 
ſubordinate Magiftrates, eſtabliſned fince, and by the 
Union, therefore this Church went in, or doth yet 
go in to that Union, We have the weightieſt Cauſes - 
to praiſe the Lord with our whole Hearts, for his 
bringing us mercifully under a Succeſſion of Proteſtant 
Princes, and His gracious effectuating our narrow 
Eſcape from the Popiſh Pretender, and a whole Series 


b for Popiſh Princes, tho' yet we cannot approve every 


one of theſe Methods, by which this Succeſſion was 
brought about. It is known that our Claim of Right 


excluded Papifts from the Throne, before there were 


any Thoughts of an incorporating Union; and as 
that Claim ſecured a Proteſtant Succeſſion, ſo honeſt 
Proteftants would have cordially gone in to ſuch a Sue - 
ceſſion, tho* we had been kept for ever free of the 


incorporating Union. 2dly, As to the Act of the Ge- 


neral Aſſembly 1710, ſome grave Members reaſoned 
ſolidly againft the paſſing it, when the Draught was 
brought in to the Committee of Qvertures. The Ma- 


{ giftrate is reſolute enough to uſe his Power, and 


wanted not an Aſſertion thereof by the Church. Not- 
withſtanding, 3dly, His Conſequence is unjuft and 
ſtrained, viz. That we have given up the Church's 
Power by that Act; for neither this, nor any other 
Proteftant Church, did ever deny the civil Magiftrate's 
Right to command Faſts and Thankſgivings, tho! we 
have ſtill diſowned, and do diſown his Power to ap- 
point them in a privative Way, that is, in a Way de- 
ſtructive of the Church's Right: In this Caſe the 
Powers are co-ordinate, not ſubordinate to one ano- 
ther, and ſhould be exerciſed in an amicable Way, 
without Incroachments on either Hand. To this Pur- 
poſe was the Anſwer the Minifters of our Church 
gave to the Queftion propoſed by King Fames the VI. 
Matter 3 we have an Account 
a be AR At | hereof, 
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then injureth the Memory of that great Divine, by 


Quoting nim for his Purpoſe. As to wnat he citeth 


from that Author concerning the Church vf the Jews, 


and their exerciſing a Power of this Sort under the 


Bavylomſh Captivity, the Hint is ſo very dark, that I 


| H*reof, and of many other diſciplinary Queſtions pro- 
poſed to them, in Calderwood's Hiftory: Our Author 


cannot take it to be a juſt Repreſentation of Mr. Cal- 
derwood's Mind. Sure we ought to keep better Meaſures 


than is neceſſary with one, who is both a Heathen 
and an Enemy. 4thly, The Act of Aſſembly, cited by 


' the Author, aſſertetn plainly the Church's Power to 


appoint Fafts and Thankſgivings; it is then a plain 
Stretch, to ſay, That an Act aſlerting their Power, 


_ doth wholly give up the Power. It alſo deſerveth its 
Conſideration, that amongft other Inſtructions 
_ which our Aſſemblies give to their reſpective Com- 

miſſions, this is always one, That they ſhall corre- 
ſpond with the State about Fafts and Thankſgivings, | 
and mention the Cauſes of the ſame; and our Church 
nas been at great Pains to procure, and ftill deſireth 
to have ſome Court erected amongft us, with which 
ve may correſpond, and who may be impowered to 
give the civil Sanction to ſuch Appointments. I know | 
it will be objected, that for a conſiderable Time our 

Church has not appointed Faſts nor Thankſgivings. | 

In Anſwer thereto, I do heartily regret that Omiſſion, | 
and yet, ſeing every Aſſembly aſſeris the Power, we 


cannot be accounted to have given it up, tho' I am 


ſorry we uſe it ſo little. 55, As to what he ſub- 
Joins, That by obeying ſuch Appointments we ac- 
knowledge Prelacy, becauſe ſome Prelates are Members 
olf the Privy Ceuncil. I anſwer, Firſt, This Church 

hath more than once ſolemnly declared, That they | 


look upon Prelacy with the civil Power and Places of 
Kirkmen, to be contrary unto our recetved Principles; 


and our very Profeſſion as Preſpyterians, imports our 


diſowning of Prelacy. 24h), The Tenor of Proclamati- 


ons in the Emergents which require them, will not ſup- 
„ | Rr Ot 5 © 


with a Magiftrate,who is both Chriftian and friendly, 
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port our Author's. Concluſion. The King injoins 
theſe Duties with Advice of his Privy Council, where- 


of ſome Prelates are Members, therefore, faith our 


Author, we own Prelacy,becaufe we obey the King, re- 
/ quiring an Incontefted Duty with the Advice of ſuch 


a Privy Council. The Inference is dreadfully forced, 
3:0, His Argument proves too much; it ftrikes at 
the very Root ef the civil Government, and would 
evince it to be unlawful, and a real owning of Pre- 
Jacy, to obey the Britiſß Parliament, in the moſt juſt 
Things enacted by them; for it is known that the 


| Prelaies are Members of that Court; they all fit in 


Parliament, and are the firft Eftate thereof. We do 


indeed diſapprove their ſiting in that Court, they 
ought not to be Members of it, and far leſs is the firſt 
1 Rank due to them. But it followeth not, that we owe 
no Obedience to the higher Powers, in Things juft 


and lawful, becanſe the Prelates 1 among them. 

| he gocd old Way, 
and have declined in this Matter from the received 
Sentiments and known Practices of eminent Con- 


feſſors and Martyrs of this Church, who did ſet their 
Seal to our covenanted Work of Reformation, by 
their Sufferings and Death; we all know, that ſhort- 


ly after the Return of King Charles the II. until the 


Revolution, Prelates were fill in the Government, 5 


and many worthy Men were ſiſted before, and ap- 
peared at the ſeveral, Courts, both Parlizments and 


Council, whereof theſe Prelates were Members. And 
_ tho? they found Cauſe to diſown them, and refuſed 


to give them the Honours required by the Govern= 
ment; yet fti}] they acknowledged the Authority of 


the Courts, whereof the, Biſhops were Members, and 
did witneſs a good Confeſſion before theſe Courts; 1 
know that other Principles were adopted in latter 


Times, but from the Beginning it was not ſo; and 


ſince the Union, our Aſſemblies have not addteſſed 


the Britiſh Parliament, becauſe our Principles cannot 
allow us to comply with the uſual Forms of Ad- 


(32 


dreſſes, viz. To the Lords ſpizitual and temporal. 
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| | 52 5 | 
6thly, Loneerning what he 8 about the Com- 
miſlion 1714, that they appointed a Thankſgiving for 
His Majefty's peaceable Acceſſion to the Throne, and | 
the King in His Proclamation, gives the Commiſſion's * 
Act no other Name, ſave that of a humble Applicati- | 
on, 8c: Anſwer, It is true, the Commiſſion named not | 
the Day, and the King's Proclamation is of the Tenor“ 
which our Author mentions ; both theſe, I confeſs, | 
are Matter of juft Lamentation; yet they will not | 
ſupport the Conclufion of the Separatifts, viz. That | 
the Church went in to, and approved the incorpo- 
_ rating Union. Tae Diftance betwixt our Author's 
Premiſſes and Concluſions, is fo exceedingly great, 
that it is impoſſible to knit them. I well remember, | | 
that the naming of the Day at the Meeting of the“ 
Commiſion which appointed the Thankſgiving, was | 
Propoſed, and both gravely and earncftly urged by | 
ſome worthy Members of that Meeting; but to ſay | 
the Truth, a Court Influence was fo ftrong, that ut | 
- could not carry-by Vore J 
His fourth Proof, Prge 3r. is in Effect this, viz. | 
That neither the Commiſſun, nor Aſſembly then enſuing | 
Anno 1715, would repreſent to His Majeſty the Incor- | 
Porating Jnion as a Grievance, nor addreſs him for diſ- 
8 _ foluing the Union, from which, faith he, it followeth, | 
- | That the Voice of the nalion il Church now ſaith, We will 
| adhere to that moon. Anſwer, | thall on this Occaſion, {| 
| remind you, That juft upon his Majefty's Acceſii>n 
I to the Throne, a Facobite Party carried about an un- 
Y | _ {ealonable, ill contrived, and badly worded Addreſs, | 
YA to have the Union diſſolved, without propoſing any 
7 Terms, for ſecuring either Religion or Government; 
45 | they were at great and indefatigable Pains at that“ 
| | Time, to have it made National, and to get it inſtant- 
Iyͤ preſented to the King, tho? they well knew it was 
not in His Majefty's Power to grant it; for only the | 
King and Parliament tegether can do ſuch Things. 
It our Author and other Separatiſts did join Iſſue with 
luch a Party in that Affair, they have not been very | 
ſhy in the Matter of Communion. But to charge this | 


* — — 


< 4 a : * 
ͤ;́ 6 —— —— 
— — me 0 y _ A 


Io 
1 EX. 


Church, as with one Voice approving the Union, be- 
cauſe they could not conſent to be the Tools of that 
Paity, is a very ftrange Conſequence; the Truth of 


| the Matter is this, namely, They had their Plot then 
' well ripned for bringing in the Popiſh Pretender, and 
thougnt to perſwade this Church to ſerve as a Tool. 

They prop:cted either to ſever us from England, and to 


cut off our Aſliftance from thence, in Cate the Union 
had been diſſolved at that Time, or at leaft, to put us 


| all into Confuſion, that ſome one or other Way their 
Pretender might be brought home, and that we might, 
by Reaſon of our Diviſions, be in the worle Caſe for 
defending our ſelves againft the defizned Invaſion ; 
but the helliſh Plot was generally perceived, and that 
Project fell to the Ground, Now our Author ſets 


up as an Advocate for them, and will needs infer from 


our Behaviour at that Time, that we have approven 
the 1ncorporying Union. The Work in this Matter | 
ſpeaks for it lelf, what the Deſign of the Worker or 
Author is, his own Conſcience knows. | 
Ihe fifth Pio f ibidem, is, viz Many, if not the moſt of 
our Scots M:mbers of Parliament, when in Eagland, do join 
in Communion with that Church; and yet our Church 
requires n9 Satisfactihn of them when they return, but al- 
lows their joining in Communion with that Prelatick Church. 


Thus the national Church makes it appear, that ſbe looks 


7 upon it as no Scandal in her Members, to join in all Ordi- 
nances with Prelates, &c. And if ruling Elders may lawfully 
Join in theſe Ordinances, &c. Miniſters may join in them 

_ alſo, &c. Anſwer, Firſt, Beyond Doubt the Practices 


he challenges, are ſad ſugglings. Diverſe have pre- 


tended that the Church Government is ambulatory ; 
this has paſtas a Sort of Gemlemanny Principle among 


theſe who make litile or no Enquiry, and are as little 
concerned about theſe Matters. Yet it's a further Ad- 


vance, to pretend, That tne Worſhip is indifferent 
and ambulatory alſo. Aſſuredly the Engliſh Service is 
Superftition and Will- worſhip; and generally, our 

Prelatiſts formerly owned fo much, rho” the pretended 

 Interefts of the Faction have carried them in to 5 . 
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theſe later Times: Nevertneleſs ſuch an Indifferency, 


the Perſons guilty of thein, are very unfit Members 
of auy Cnurch Judicatory in Scozland, and far. leſs of a 
General Aſſembly. 24h, Ir's very hard to charge the 
Church of Scotland, as approving ſuch looſe Practices 
in any of her Members, eſpecially after that the 


charged their Members to join with it, by an Act of 


ſembly, and noChurch Deed can be inſtauced contrary 
F,, in F ¾ ̃ 1 oe 
His ſixtn Proof (called the ſeventh by a typogra- 
phical Error, which hath miſplaced ſom@of the others 
alſo) is taken from our Miniſters their taking the Oath 
of Ajuration; as allo, their ſwearmg the Oath of Al- 


1 Fut, Many of ine Miuifters and Members of this 
1 Cnurch do really dilapprove the Union, notwith- 


6 | 249, As to the Non: jurants their joining in Com- 


3 craments, which he looks upon to be a judicial Ap- 
8 | probation of the Oath, and a Declaration, that we 
& eſteem the taking it to be no Scandal; which yet he 


1 xeckons a Sta dal, and quotes ſundry Places of Scrip- | 
4H ture for inftructing what he alledges. I anſwer, | 


| Theſe ſcriptural Places are cited at random, in Regard 


one of them chargeth our jurant Brethren, either with | 


Hereſie, or with a Crime equivalent to it, as Tir. 3. 
10, and others of theſe Scnptures arraign them, as 


as to Worthip, is juftly had in __ Deteftation 
among all no tender the Purity of our Lord's Ap- 

pointments. I alſo agree with our Author, that ſuch \- 

Perſuns and Practices deſerve juft Cenſure, and that 


_ Church had condemned that ſuperftitious and Will- 
worſhip, even ſince the Revolution, and had dif- 


Cominiſſion, which was read from the ſeveral Pulpits : | : 
Thus Act was approven by the following General Al- 


legiance, and ſubſcribing the Aſsurance, from whence he 4: 
concludes, that we have approven the Union. Anlwer, 


|! MAfanding their having taken theſe Oaths ; but whether \ 
| | their Practice in taking the Oaths, in this our united 
| | Eftate, will imply an interpretative Approbation of | 
i the Union, I leave unto themſelves to account for. | 


munion with the Jurants in Judicatortes, and at Sa- 


6 EX 
Ro XY ns RV wwe mn -- TRA OO xx CENT 


= 


__ 


JJ 


guilty of groſs 023. abominable Scan- 


dals, ſuch as Inceft, or a Converſation groſly diſ- 


orderly, as 1 Cor: 5. 1, 2, 3. and 11. 27. and 2 Tbeſ. 


3. 13, 14. It ſeems our Author cares not what he 


writes, providing he may blacken the Character of 
| theſe whom he oppoſeth. I weary to trace him 
in Things fo remote from the Purpoſe ; yet ſeing the 
Matter in Hand requireth it, I tell him, once for all, 
That tho' I differ from my Reverend Brethren, who 
have taken the Oaths, yet I look upon my lelf as 
obliged to receive their Teftimony concerning the 
Principles they adhere to; and few of them I know do 
approve the incorporating Union, and far leſs do any 
of them approve Eraſtian Prelacy, Supremacy, and the 
Engliſh Popith Ceremonies. I owe them the Charity 
or juftice to believe, that they ſincerely diſown theſe 
Evils, and all of us owe fo much Regard to the Nati- 
_ | onal and our Mother Church, as to accept the Decla. 
| ration of our Aſſemblies concerning our Harmony in 


Principles, which they have given fince the Union 


and Abjuration Oath. Touching our Author's Strain- 
ings for extracting Perjury, Scandal, Error, Hereſie, 


and other ſuch abominable Crimes, from the different 


.) Sentiments and Practices of Minifters, who otherwiſe 
are one in Principle; ſuch Meaſures, I ſay, tend na- 
| tively to confound all Chriftian Socteties, and are 
amongſt the Inventions of Satan, moftly reſerved till 
theſe laſt and perilous Days, wheretn our Lot is fallen. 
| | Our Author alledgeth, That all theſe Evils do follow 


by a neceſſary and native Conſequence, upon taking 


the foreſaid Oarhs. In Anſwer to this, I ſhall only 
ſay, That as it is not my Buſineſs to inquire into Con- 
ſequences in theſe Matters, ſo no found Divine, nor 
any other fair Antagonift, (for what I know) did 


ever charge his Adverſary with controverted Con- 


. ſequences, as his direct and received Opinions, what- 
ever he may do, as to theſe that are ſo near and plain, 

| that they can admit of no Debate. And if this Way 
of dealing were juft, as it is not, our Separatifts would 
# gain nothing, but loſe a great Deal by it; for I might, 
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in that Manner, retort upon them to great Advan- 
tage, as any judicious Reader may perceive: But I 
wil Fuſe no unfair Method in a juft Cauſe. I had al- 
moſt forgotten another Inftance which he adduceth _ 
on this Head, to wit, That the Burrows and Shires 

| approve the Union, becauſe they cauſe Commiſlioners 
to the Britiſh Parliament. Anſw. t diſprov'd already 
that and other ſuch weak Conſequences; tho' we 

were a conquer'd People, we might juſtly make what 
Advantage we could even of the Conqueſt, without 
_ approving it. Neverthelefs, there are ſeveral Parlia- 

mentary Matters, which many true Sons of the Church _ 
of Scotland could heartily with were better regulated. 


But I enter not upon an Inquiry unto theſe Things; 


and tho' the Author's Inference were juft, as it is not, 
it makes nothing to his Purpoſe, for the Deeds of 
Shires and Burrows are not Church- Deeds. 5 
Hauüis ſeventh Proof is taken from the Bond of 4% 
ciation againſt the late Rebels, which (he ſaith) both _ 
Jurant and Nonjurant Minifters ſubſcribed, and wherein 
the preſent Conſtitution, by Law eſtabliſhed, 1s called a 
22 Conſtitution both of Church and State. Ailwe 


ſt, As to proper Methods for mutual Defence againft 


the Pretender and the Rebels, no true Proteftants will 
_ diſprove them. 2dly, Touching the printed Bond, 
and the ſubſcribing of it, I know almoſt nothing of 
what was done in the Matter, ſave that the Aſſocia- 
tion was cruſhed in the very Entry, in Regard other 
and more proper Methods were reſolved upon: Only, 
this I can declare, That many were againſt the ſub- _ 
ſeribing that Bond, for the Reaſon which our Author 
mentioneth: And tho? others, from the Height of 
their Zeal againſt the Pretender and Rebels, did ſign 
it inadvertently, yet after Reflections upon the Words 
_ which our Author taxed, convinced ſome of“ 
them of their Raſhneſs. But I know of no Church. |] 
Deed in this Matter, and hence the charging it upon 


our Church is unjuſt. The reft of that Chapter con- 


ſiſts of our Protefters commending themſelves, and 
of other vain Boaftings, which I pals, | 5 
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. the Miniſters of this Church have Pp 
| Eraftian Prelacy and Supremacy, wit 


the Engliſh Popiſp 
Nonjur Aus, 


many excellent Things contain'd 
tho ming 
{| Neverthe 


would earneſtly adviſe Jurants, both my reverend 


Oath, both in its firſt and ſecond Draught. . The only 


| with them, have judicially appr 


oben 
freeof falſe {wearing and Scandal, c. He cannot ſay 


2 taking the Abjuration Oath: They do as ſolemal 


Ken the Oath, had they been of that Mind. The 
dutmoſt that can be ſaid is, That ſuch Things follow 


I go on next to our Aud, 3d Chapter, Pape 
34. and onward, where he endeavours: to inſtruct the 
Separation he pleads for, by alledging, Tha? mo# of 


roved the Engliſh 


Ceremonies, ” ſwearing the Abjuration Oath ; and that + 
joining in Communion with them, have. 
| 7udicially approven the ſwearing of that Oath to be free 
| of falſe Swearing and publick Scandal, 8&c. Anſw. 1 
| muſt do him the Juftice to acknowledge that there are 
| | in this Chapter, 
ed with ſuch Stretches as I cannot approve: 
N heleſs, as I was much confirmed in my Senti- 
] ments about the Abjuration Oath by reading it, ſo 1 


| Bretfiren and others, impartially to. read and ponder 
| many weighty Things, therein · contain d, and which 
I humbly judge do. evince the Unlawfulneſs of the 


| Thing I am concern'd about here, is our Author's 

| Alledgeance, That the Jurants have, by taking that 

| Oath, approven Eraftian Prelacy and Supremacy, Gr. 
| and that the Nonjurants, by joining in Communion 

that Oath to be 


I that Preſtyterian Jurants have directly approven Era- 
| ſtian Prelacy, Supremacy, and the Engh/h Popiſh Ce- 
{| remonies. They themſelves declare ſolemnly the 
contrary, That they deteft ſuch Evils, and would 
never have entertain'd the leaft Thought of taking 
that Oath, had they judged the taking thereof to im- 
ply an Ap robation of them, In like Manner; it 
not be ſaid, That the Nonjurants, by joining in 
Communion with the Jurants, have declared it as 
their Judgment that the [urants have ſworn atight in 


declare the contrair, and would themſelves have <4 1 


I dy neceſſary Conſequence on either Hand, tho both 
Ty the one and other diſown 1 the Conſequence, 
F eee eee 
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az they are reſpectively 
I hae cf our Arbors 


2 Chain. Yet as we cannot ſay that he who receiveth '| ! 
| one particular Truth, and owneth. it as his Principle, | 


certainly depend upon it, and are therewith firmly 
connected (for of many of theſe he may be utterly 
ignorant): So we may as little ſay, that he who is 
timed with one Error, -hath thereby ad 
ether Errors, which really and certainly depend upon | 

BH, and tolJow from it: For he may be utterly ignorant 

of many of theſe Errors; and if he had ſeen the Error 


- <eſpoufedthe Error he ons; or if he yet ſaw that Er- | 
ror, or that Conſequence, he is ready, through Grace, to 

abandon it. In like Manner, the Treatment were moſt | 
Cruel, in Caſe of one ſinful Practice, to account the guilty 

Ferſon to have really committed all the Sins — 21 


832 


Practices may juſtly be laid to their Charge, as thei | 
received Opinions. it is not to be doubted, but that | 
s ill are anſwerable for every juſt Conſequence that 


follows our Opinions or Practices; but it is 2 
quit? oh Thing ro elpouſe as a Principle, a Confee 


_ quence which we'own not, tho” in Part or in Whole 
it ſhould follow'from that which we. own, I have 
| already detected the Iniquity of ſuch Deali 

of charging upon any as their received Seniments the. 

Conſequences from their Opinions, which they 

__ reſolutely difown. Notwithſtanding, ſeing the great 

% . Strength of our Author's Arguments beth | 

nere, and that tundry defirable Perſons, who yet ſe- 

parate not, have @ Byaſs that Way, which may en- 
danger them. I thall eſſay further to unvail the Gan- | 
grene of ſuch a Treatment, as ſubverfive of all Society, 

_ and ſtriking at the Root of Chriftian Communion. - | 
Fnuſt, It is a received Poſition amongſt Divines, | 
and 1 may aſſume it as an incontefted 
That there is. a certain Connection of Truths, Errors, | 

and Sins of all other Soxts. The diverſe Sets of each | 


On 


of theſe are joined together like the ſeveral Links of 


hath thereby received all other Truths, which yet do 


ed all the 


to be ſuch, or the Conſequence, he would never have 


d. The wholeStrength | pr 

Allegations muſt center here, p 

Di. That Conſequences from Perſons Sentiments and U 
qt 
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xiom, viz. | 


- * 


are 


| therewith connected, [4% which the Sin he is truly 
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I  Jurants, he is, aeonding to the ſeparating Scheme, 


vilty of hath a native Tendency 7 nay,it js rather pre- 
unable, That, in the Lord's Strength, he who walks 
j wþn:ghtly would not have cem the Tniquity be 
hath done, had he ſeen it to be fo, and would yer relin- 
| Uuifh it, if he ſaw that dangerous Tendency. And 
et. by our Aurhor's arguing, any one of thefe Evils 
Ka tred by the Perſon, ot any one Error eſpouſed 
him, makes him to have adopted, and owned all 
the reſt, and whatſoever Declarations he may make 
of deteſting and diſowning theſe Confequences, the 
ſeparating Divinity will not allow him to be believed. 
ah, This Dealing taketh quite away all gradual 
| Differences of Errors and other Sins; for according 
to the ſeparating Methods, it is one and the fame 
Thing, whether a Perſon own One, or Twenty Ex- 
| zors, be guilty of Oye, or a Hundred finful Pratticts. 
Foraſmuchas the alledged or real Conſequences both 
of the one and other, are ftill charged upon him as 
done or owned by hun. EF 


24; N to this Method, all Heart-Sins, in 
- Caſe any Indication of them be given, ought to de 
puniſned as open Acts of the fame Kind, ſeing the 
Connection and Tendency are ſure in theſe Caſes: 
And therefore, if we know a Perſon to be guilty of 
| nos hy Heart-Idolatry, Heart-Adultety, or 
eart-Theft, c. if any Detection of theſe - 


require our carrying towards ſuch Perſons as guilty 
of all theſe Scandals by open Act: And I refer it to 
any ſober Perſon, whether ſuch Stretches would not 
confound, undermine, yea and raze all humane So- 
ciety ; for, by this Way of doing, all alledged or real 


[ Tranſgreſſions, and Tranſgreſſors, are rendered either 


equal, or, at leaft, our Behaviour towards the Tranſ- | 


| greffors ought to be the ſame, whether the Degree be 


equal or not. This is manifeſt in Effect: For, ho“ 
a Nonjurant were never ſo eminent or faithful in 


teſtifying againſt every known Defection in all regu- 


lar Ways, yet if he fit in a Church-Judicatory with 


uilty 


| Evils be given, the Scheme of our Separarifts would . 


— —— — — 


Jurant Miniſters: * 


* 


_ Chriſtian Society, and a ſpecial diſtinguiſhing Badg 
of Chrift's Diſciples. (a) Charity, or Chriftian Love, 
' #hinketh no Evil, beareth all Things, believeth 


| Things, hopeth all Things; endureth all Things, &c. -|- 


We ought indeed to take the ſharpeſt Meaſures in 
dur own Caſes, to deal pointedly, and almoſt ſe- 


verely in judging our ſelves: But true Charity and | 


_ Goſpel Equity require, that we take Things by the 


| better Handle in our judging others, and dealing with | 


them. I make no Apology for . Time-ſervers, who 
walk willingly after the Commandment, and are ready 
to comply with every Thing that is required of them; 


and whatſoever Relaiton the Abjuration Oath may | Ii 
' have to Prelacy and the Ceremonies, (which is not | 
mtme Matter of our preſent Debate) yet I muſt ſay, it | d 

| bs a cruel Stretch to charge Men of Conſcience, and | 


who fear God, That they have directly and explicitly 
.approven Eraftian Prelacy, Supremacy, and Engliſb 
Popiſh Ceremonies, becauſe they took the Abjuration 


_ Oath. , We owe them Credit, when they expreſly 


declare their fincere Abhorrence of theſe Antichriftian 
Dregs, and we ought not to charge a controverted 


Conſequence upon any, as if it were his received O= | 


| pinion. 


' '5thly, Not to inlift too long on a Purpoſe which | 


| 2 what I know) was ftil] beyond Debate until theſe 


 Iaft and perilous Days. The Severities and Cruelties 
of our Author, and other Schiſmaticks, take all Chri- 
ftian Forbearance quite out of the World: For, ac- 


cording to their Way of Management, all Sins arg 


committed againft clear Light of the Conſcience, (an | 


| e onen uſed by our Author in this Debate) 
and ſo every Sin is committed with a high Hand; for 
ſure, the leaft of them, comparatively, hath Depen-. 
dencies, and is liable unto Conſequences which 15 
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_ guilty of all the Eris and Scandals they charge upon 


415, Such Methods are directly contrary to that \ 
_ Chriftian Love, which is the Bond and Cement of li 
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| be againft the clear Light of Conſcience with any 
J. fober Perſon. There is no Room left for Sins of In- 
4 . or Ignorance, at leaſt the Room is very 
J little: If every controverted Conſequence be e #7 1 
upon a Perſon as kis direct Sentiment, and eſpouſed 
Principle; no Society, no not their own ſeparated 
Ones, can long or well ftand out the Shock of ſuch, 
| murdering Principles. „ 
| I only add, 6th, That our gracious Lord dealeth _ 
| | not with his People in this Manner, He treats them 
| not according to the Conſequences which they can- © 
not ſee (tho? theſe Cbnſequences may be juſt and real) 
| bur is pleaſed, for his own Name's Sake, and through - 
| Chrift, to accept their Worſhip, Walk, and honeſt 
Teftimonies given by them to his Truths and Ways, 
| while they, under Heaven's Influences, do fincere} 
| live by Faith. He pities, pardons, and heals them; 
Ihe allows them ſweet Acceſs to himſelf, notwithftan- 
I ding all the Faults that follow them. I confeſs, that 
. after ſo many diſmal Effects and Conſequences, which 
have appeared fince the taking of that Abjuration 
Oath,it may be juftly accounted more than high Time 
to re-conſider the Practice: And I could heartily wiſh, 
that, with Reference thereunto, and other Defectionnss 
| which are controverted, it were our earneſt Suit to 
the Lord which Elibu adviſed Job to put up unto him, 
| viz. (a) I have born Chaſtiſement, I will not offend, that | 
| which I know not, teach thou me, and wherein ſoever 1 gy 
| have done Iniquity, let me do ſo no more. In the man 
While, we ought to leave theſe Matters upon the 
Lord, and to await the Iſſues from him. It's not the 
Way to honour God, but is really a diſobeying Ind diſ- 
_ | Honouring of him, to carry even the moſt juſt Reſent- 
ments beyond the Boundaries which he hath fer. The 
_ | Inftance of onewho had not his Parallel amongft Men [ 
in his Day, is awful to this Purpoſe, I mean Moſes the | 4 
meekeft Man upon the Face of the Earth; the age 5 | | 
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_  Imploy their Jurant Brethren for their Aſſiſtance in 
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e — F Seine 
becauſe nis Spirit was I at t aters © if 
and he Ns nis Commiſſion in dealing wi 
that People, ino their real Guilt before God was © 
n very deep Dy. Upon the whole I conclude, (as was 
_ often menuaued before ) That unleſs we follow the 
d Scriptural- road, wherein the Cloud of approven | 
Witneſſes have walked trom the Beginning, through- 
our the ſeyeral Ages of the Church, viz, To teſtiſie 
againſt che Defettionvs of a Church in the Way of 
Church Communion, ſo long as that Church continveth - | 
pure as to their received Standards of Doctrine, Wor- 
þ * Government, to- which the ſeveral Minifters 
and Members thereof profeſs to adhere; ſeing in this 
Caſe that Church remaineth ſtill on the (5) Rock 
Chriſt Jeſus, upoa whom his Children build really, 
and others do {++ in P:ofeſfion. Unleſs, I ſay, we keep | 
| theſe Meaſures (as explained at more Length before) we 
remove the only (criprural, true and ancient, Land 
Marks, we caft all the Churches of Chrift unto utter 
_ Confuſion, ano do throw up that great and important 
 Anicle of our Faith, nameiy, the Communion of Saints, 
There remains as yet one great Article of our Libel, | 
| viz, Tyranny in Government, which he goetn about to 
inſtruct by a Act of Aſſembly. Ame 1714, requiring 
| Jurancs and Non- jurants io join together, in cele- 
brating the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ; on this 
he beflows a vaſt Heap of Words, from Page 79, and 
_ onward, you may view him if you pieaſe; I caunot 
| trace a j0qUacious Man in fo many needleſs Turnings- 
| Anſwer, The judicious and impartiai Reader would 
_ think that an Act, alledged to be fo full of Tyranny, 
_ muſt be exceeding. ftrong, and that all Non-jurants 
are thereby obliged, under the higheft Penalues, io 
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the Celebration of that Ordinance ; and that no Non- 
Jurant Miniſter could be allowed to officiat in this 
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| Church, unleſs he imployed TAN Miniſters on that 


' Occaſion 3 but there is no ſuch Thing. The true 
Maner of Fact is this, namely, Our Church having 


Practices about the Abjuration. Oath, did, in Conſe- 


another in that Ordinance. Here's the Tyranny upon 


| which our Author builds his Separation, both nega- 
tive and poſitive. | uke this ca 655 


That diverſe judicious and worthy Members of our 


| | Aſſemblies were not for their going in to ſuch an Act, 
/ and thought it more proper that Ne 


miſters ſhould be 
left to 2 Liberty in that Matter, as their different 


| Circumſtances might render adviſable ; and many 
| worthy Minifters, Members of Aſſemblies, and others, 


Who are all mterly againſt the preſent Schiſm, yet 


ne Pen 
| uy ine the prelent Rent, as nat red 
12 Fag. —2 


Nevertheleſs, I muſt ſay, That our Au- 


all Societies and Governments jn the Univerſe. For, 


eiples of ſuch unſociable Men! . : 
Our Author ſubjoineth, a large Appendix to this 
Chapter, from Fuge 86, and would prove the Tyranny 


Force againft the ſeparating ; | 
| being a Cencern of the reſpective Judicatories, and do 


greareſt Caution were neceſſary in Maners bn. 


declared, That they judged it to be the Duty of Jurants 
| | and Nop-jurants to hve in Communion together, 
| notwithflanding their diftindt Sentiments and different 


quenee thereunty, require them mutually to aſſiſt one 


ſion to repreſent, 


were not for our Church's enacting every Thing in 
that Matter which they have enact 
knew the State of Affairs with our ſeparating People, 
not heal, 


in Regard they 


ther's Argument would - confound, ſubvert and raze 


agcording to his Scheme, if any Act were made amongſt 
+ | them, however ſoft, yea - tho it were, upon the Mat- 
- ter, but an Advice without Penalty or Execution, 
there is preſently Tyranny in Government, and no- 
thing lefs may ſatisfie than Separation both negative 

| and poſirive. What Society can Rand by the Prin- 


by the Church's Procedure, and their Acts yet in 
Minifters. I paſs all that, 


leave thefe Maners to the Judicatories themſelves, - 
ö Only 1 repreſent it as my humble Opinion, that the 
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E 3 ar  Rocenly wid at ings ws | 
e Endeavours were uſed for redrefling j tHe. 
.. Vances, fo far as is poſſible; which Mexhigd, I 


would tender more effeCtual, whatſoever raight v 


ptoper to be done aſterwards. 3 
He hath alſo crouded his Work with the Quota on 
01 any eminent Divines, and hath cited Papifts alu, 
10 we were worſe than they in ſundty Things; BF 
J 7 quoted none, nor uſed any Author in this Efaß. 1 
ey who have little or no Occaſion to be noqusinte'd 
1 Matters of this Sort, may readily think that 
tmneſe great Men were, or are on the Side of out Sep- 


8  ratifts 3 whereas all of them, I know, lived, and ſome 


do yet live in Communion with the Churches 0 6 


 whichthey-belong, and bore; or do yet hear noneſe 


Teftimony. for the Lord in their Day, and Rill in a 
Way of Church Communion, tho! juft Grievances were? _ 
not, nor are yet redreſſed amongſt them. It weteeafie” 
for me, if 1 inclined, ro turn the Canon n him, 
and to uſe all his Authors againſt himſelf; ; but as 1 ; 
think not that worth the while, fo I wouke recoine" | 
mend to our Author's ſecond Thoughts; Mat. 23. 29," 
39. no Man needs to be fond of following ſuch uch a { oy 
Sore 1 all add no 0 mol} but that I 5 r KEY 


gears © 3 
4 preceedimg Remarks relate to the e 1 0 "8 
of this Church, both now, and before this T im | 


| E 1 formerly deſcribed. May we deſire, and hope, :#h, LY 
N mereiful Retrival ſhall further encourage Min Mert an 


Members thereof, to contend for the Faith in a, n & 
and reſpe#ful Way, without any further Breach, anc $7.1) 


iu he Preſent may - * be healed. 


R. A. . A. 1 Fe 
Age 13. line 15. read Velitation. E 21. A 
F. 2.2. Foot r. (a) Mat. 10. 13, 14. E. 
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